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The New Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Mrade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
femand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
ican be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new branch, 
the Board of Trade have been largely influenced by the recommendations 
pontained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not only of 
Representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, but also of 
minent representatives of commercial interests, which was appointed by 
r. Ritchie, the President of the Board, in July, 1897. The Committee 
feferred to was requested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of 
sollecting and of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate 
Senformation upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, 
specially of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this country. 
As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended under head (1) 
the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, on lines which the 
Board have followed generally in the creation of the Intelligence Branch, and 
this branch is consequently intended to become a centre at which information 
on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
gonvenient for reference. In addition, it will be the duty of the Branch, as far 
circumstances permit, to afford information in reply to all inquiries 


bn commercial matters which may be addressed to it, whether written or 
verbal. 


The new office which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, $.W., was opened on the 23rd October last ; its principal officer (under 
the Comptroller-General ot the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour Departments 
Of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently acted as 
meppecial Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition and 
meprospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The “ Intelli- 
Meegence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to supply 
Seinformation with regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics ; 
SeeMaticrs relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs ; Excise and “ Consumption” 

meautics; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping ; 
Customs Regulations; Consular Fees; Forms af Certificates of Origin ; 
Memnegulations concerning Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign 
wd Colonial Contracts open to Tender ; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities; §c., Fe. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and other 
works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the Branch for 
the convenience of personal applicants. 


The “ Board of Trade Journal” will be the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information 
will be conveyed to the public. The journal, which has up to the present been 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly, at the price of 1d. 


It is intended shortly to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Committee referred to above in respect of the collection and exhibition of 
samples, and the arrangements necessary to enable this to be done are now 
under the consideration of the Board of Trade. 


Commercial Department, Board of Trade, 
January Ist, 1900. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 


Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 


4423—6000—12/99 Wt 2151i D&S 1 


| 
| 


' 
' 

ret, 

' 

; 

; 

? ‘ 

‘ 


THE 


Board of Crade Journal. 


Vol. XXVIII.] January 4, 1900. [No. 162. 


i WEEKLY ISSUE OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 
The “Board of Trade Journal,” now in its fourteenth year, will 
henceforth be issued weekly, instead of monthly, at the price of 
one penny per number for the present. . 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE IN COLONIAL AND 
OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS, AND IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 


I—COLONIAL AND OTHER BRITISH POSSESSIONS. 


India-rubber Shoes for Australia. 

There appears to be a demand in Sydney for a variety of India- 
eueueensn rubber overshoes. The golosh has been in but 

‘ little demand for a long time. It was only to be 

seen on the feet of the people who were regarded as old-fashioned 
or eccentric, and consequently the stocks of this article were 
allowed to run low. But several weeks of continuous rain worked 
a wonderful change, and one retail house is reported by the 
“ Manufacturer” to have sold no less than 600 pairs of goloshes 
before the stock gave out. The houses ran short in the first 
few days of the run. In all probability this will induce dealers to 
keep larger stocks in this class of goods. : 


Australian Trade with Mauritius and Reunion. 
There would not appear to be much opening in Reunion tor 
British traders. The colony is far from rich, and 
the wants of its inhabitants are few, and mostly 
of a material kind. The principal imports are 
rice, beef, and clothing, and the first of these is by far the 
most important. French duties seem to prevent the import of 
foreign clothing. But as regards food, a large proportion of the 
flour used in the island already comes from Australia, and it might 


MAURITIUS 
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be worth while to forward with the flour Australian frozen beef 
and mutton, Australian preserves, butter, &c. 

The butter locally used is a rancid French butter, which is as 
different from the good Australian preserved butter as margarine 
is from the best English fresh butter. The tough, stringy and non- 
nutritious beef from Madagascar sells at from 6d. to 8d. per Ib., 
and in considering the possibility of placing in Reunion frozen 
meats from Australia at a profit, it must not be forgotten that a 
second and much larger market, that of the British colony of 
Mauritius, is close at hand, and is dependent almost entirely upon 
the French colony of Madagascar for its supply of fresh meat. 
The question is a very interesting one and deserving of careful 
study.—(Foreign Office, Annval Series, 2350.) 


Enquiries relating to Canadian Trade. 
The following were among the enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade recently received at the office of the High 
Commissioner for Canada in London, where further 
particulars may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries—A Scotch firm are open to purchase Canadian 
blankets and flannels if satisfactory prices are quoted. 

An enquiry comes from the Midlands for plasterers’ laths (either 
machine or hand riven) and quotations are desired delivered c.i-f. 
Liverpool and Glasgow. 

A Welsh firm who import fir props for mining purposes, chiefly 
from Norway, Sweden and the Baltic ports, enquire if Canadian 
shippers could supply large quantities to the Mersey and Bristol 
Channel by steam or sailing vessel. 

A Scotch firm of export and import commission merchants ask 
to be referred to Canadian firms who put up canned goods, 
(salmon, &c.), oatmeal, hams and bacon, butter, cheese and apples. 
They also require names of importers of liquors, as they act for 
several of the largest exporters from the United Kingdom. 

A firm cf produce merchants in the North of England desire to 
be placed in communication with one of the — shippers of 
oats, peas, wheat, maize and flour. 

Enquiry has been received from a Vienna woncidlieent who is 
willing to act as the representative of important Canadian houses 
who desire to utilise the market that is open for raw products, 
hides, wool, fruits, and patented articles. 

Buyers of birch and maple dowels ask to be placed in com- 
munication with Canadian exporters of these goods of the follow- 
ing sizes:—-inch, ;%,-inch, }-inch, and  {-inch in diameter. 
Length 32-inches and 36-inches. Prices should be c.if. London. 

Canadian Enquiries—An Ontario firm ask for names of British 
importers of wheelbarrows. They also ask to be placed in 
communication with manufacturers in this country of iron tubular 


barrows. 


CANADA. 
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Enquiry is made from Halifax, N.S., for names of English im- 
porters of hardwood sticks of all kinds (except deal) and hop poles. 

The following are among the trade enquiries recently received 
at the Canadian section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator 
of which Section further information may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A manufacturer of tools in all varieties is 
open to arrange to purchase supplies of suitable wooden handles 
from responsible Canadian manufacturers. 

The agency of a Canadian manufacturer of rattan chairs is 
sought by a London dealer claiming a large connection. 

A North Country importer would like to hear from Canadian 
firms able to supply hardwood barrows cut to dimensions for 
putting together. 

A manufacturer of engineers’ tools, &c., is prepared to appoint a 
Canadian representative. Only those possessing thorough know- 
ledge of trade and good connection with engineering firms eligible. 

A Liverpool house desires to hear from Canadian manufacturers 
of wood blocks for mangle rollers, who can fill orders promptly. 

An importing house dealing with picture-frame makers is open 
to purchase supplies of oak mouldings. 

A Midland firm asks to be placed in communication with 
Canadian wholesale houses who buy elastic webbing, skirt 
binding, &c. 

The producers of a patent metal seek a good reliable Canadian 
indent agent. 


Canadian Enquiries—A New Brunswick correspondent desires 
to hear from United Kingdom importers of smoked salmon. 

A Canadian manufacturer of picture mouldings of all kinds asks 
to be placed in communication with importers. 

A Canadian manufacturer of brooms and whisks is prepared to 
export to Great Britain. 

A Canadian correspondent asks for information as to the 
demand in England for red and white spruce gums. 

A Canadian manufacturer of wood rims for bicycles wishes to 
hear from a responsible firm who could sell the goods in the 
United Kingdom. 

A Canadian company asks for names of importers of broom 
handles, washboards, &c. 

In addition to the above, a firm of manufacturers in Derby is 
desirous of obtaining the names of reliable houses in Canada 
purchasing (wholesale) the following articles :— 

Elastic webbing, boot looping, skirt binding, small wares, &c. 

Information to be addressed to the Secretary of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Derby. 


Az 
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Tenders for Coal for Norwegian Railways. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
norway, {0m Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
‘ stating that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 
Main Railways Administration not later than the 12th January, 
1900, at 11 a.m., for the supply of 13,000 tons of engine coal. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Trade in Stettin. 

H.M. Consul at Stettin reports as follows :—‘ The articles of 
import from Great Britain to Stettin consist prin- 

of raw products, viz., metals, 
materials to be used in factories near Stettin and the interior. 
The manufactured articles which are imported are mostly in transit 
to other countries, namely, Austria, Italy, and Central Europe 
generally. As far as can be ascertained, by means of constant 
enquiries from persons in a position to judge, and from observation, 
British manufactured products of everyday use are very seldom 
met with here ; Great Britain supplies hardly any of the imported 
necessaries of life (with the exception of salted herrings), notwith- 
standing the fact that many British products are much esteemed, 
for example, woollen cloth, hats, hosiery, leather goods. groceries, 
biscuits, &c. 

“ With regard to cloth, I was lately informed by cne of the 
leading tailors here, that he did not recollect ever having seen 
a traveller representing a British cloth manufacturer, but that he 
received all his British cloth from a German wholesale house in 
Berlin, and he added that it would be more satisfactory to deal 
with a firm in England, as there would then be some guarantee 
as to the origin of the material. I may add that a very large 
proportion of the more expensive cloth is sold as English. These 
remarks apply also to hosiery and hats; the latter are extensively 
sold, and the sale could be increased were the prices slightly 
lowered to suit the demand for a somewhat cheaper article. 

“‘ Groceries, such as jams and other preserves, would find pur- 
chasers if they were better known, and biscuits are, as far as can 
be ascertained, not imported from England. 

“Candles are expensive and the qualities inferior (as compared 
with England). Should the import duty (18 marks per 100 kilos.) 
not prove prohibitive, British makes should find a ready sale. 

“ Pickles, with labels in English, but made in the interior of 
Germany, are largely sold. 

“A certain farinaceous food made in United States is very 
extensively sold here, also ‘corned beef’ of various well-known 
American brands. 

“ American furniture is also exposed for sale. I lately placed a 
London furniture manufacturer in communication with the leading 
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furniture dealers here, but I regret to hear that no business 
has resulted therefrom, although there would appear to be an 
opening for the sale of solid furniture (that made here being 
_ almost all veneered) as well as for table cutlery, &c., and fancy 
goods for house decoration. 

“The absence of British importing firms doubtless to some 
extent accounts for the scarcity of British products, there being 
naturally a predisposition on the part of the retailer towards 
articles of national origin as compared with foreign productions, 
of which the qualities are not so well known or advertised.”— 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2345.) 


Agricultural Implements in Luxemburg. 

Agriculture seems to be flourishing in Luxemburg, and the im- 
mee = of agricultural implements according to the 
Manufacturer” are increasing year by year. There 

are at present some twenty-five depdts of agricultural machines 
and implements scattered over the country, and a good business 
in agricultural instruments might be done if the market were 
better looked after. For commercial purposes Luxemburg is 
included in the German Zollverein. Duties are the same as those 
in Germany. 


To Manufacturers of Tins for Preserves. 
The Board of Trade have received a communication from H.M. 
Consul at Bilbao, stating that a manufacturer of 
preserved provisions has written to ask for the 
names of British manufacturers of tins for preserves, either 
established in Newcastle, Glasgow, or Manchester. Further 
particulars may be obtained of H.M. Consul at Bilbao. 


SPAIN. 


Material for Spanish Locomotive Works. 

The Austro-Hungarian Consul-General at Madrid in a recent 
report to his Government, pointed out that the 
Spanish locomotive works were crowded with 
orders, and that several leading Spanish engineering establishments 
would soon start locomotive building. Under these circumstances 
there should be a first-class opportunity for the introduction and 
sale of material and tools. 


SPAIN. 


Tenders for Coal for Portuguese State Railways. 
According to the “ Diario do Governo” of 23rd December last, on 
the 12th January next, at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, 
at the building of the Ministry of Public Works, the 
supplying of the following will be put to public competition :— 
3,500 tons of coal for the railways of the South and South-east ; 
3,000 tons of coal for the railways of the Minho and Douro. 


PORTUGAL. 


| 
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Those intending to bid must deposit in the Treasury, either of 
the directorate of the railways of the South and South-east, or in 
that of the Minho and Douro, the sum of 600 milreis for each one 
of the two lots of coal, or of 1,200 milreis for the whole suppiy. 

The definite deposit to be made by those to whom the supplying 
may be adjudicated will be 5 per cent. of the total amount of the 
same. 

The conditions of tender may be examined on all working days 
from 11 in the morning till 3 in the afternoon, at Lisbon, in the 
Secretariat of the Council of Administration of the State rail- 
ways, or in the Secretariat of the Directorate of the railways of 
the South and South-east, and in that of the Directorate of the 
railways of the Minho and Douro in Oporto. 


Tenders for a Railway in the Azores. 
The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
azores, 2°Spatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at St. Michael’s, 
‘stating that tenders are invited by the Junta Geral 
of the District of: Ponto Delgada, not later than the 12th March, 
1900, for the construction and working of a railway between the 
city of Ponto Delgada, the Fumas Valley, and the town of Ribeira 
Grande. 

Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 

Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


British Coal in Switzerland. 

A communication has been received from the British Vice- 

ieee Consul at Geneva stating that it is very difficult at 
present in that city to procure the necessary quantity 
of coal and coke. The French and German mines cannot produce 
the required amount and all the stock in hand is exhausted. The 
British Vice-Consul considers the present a favourable moment 
for the introduction of English coal, which up to the present date 
has only been burnt (with few exceptions) by owners of private 
steam yachts. The Consulate at Geneva has lately received several 
applications for the names of British firms engaged in the coal 
export trade. 


Agricultural Implements in Angora. 

H.M. Consul at Angora reports to the Foreign Office as follows :— 
“It would certainly seem that in a province such 

— as Angora an opening would exist for the sale of 
"agricultural implements, at any rate, of the cheaper 

and more ordinary kind. ‘The result, however, of the various 
inquiries which I have made into the matter is not encouraging. 
As has been frequently pointed out, the great stumbling-block 
in the way of all attempts to place such machinery on the 
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market in the past has been, firstly, the apathy of the peasants 
themselves, who have a rooted disinclination to alter their 
methods in any way, and secondly, the not entirely unfounded 
objection that should the slightest accident occur to one of these 
implements it becomes immediately useless owing to the impos- 
sibility of effecting the necessary repairs. In the case of sewing 
machines the difficulty has been met by giving instructions and 
effecting repairs gratis, and it is on these lines only that the sale 
of agricultural machinery could if at all be expected to succeed. 
It has, however, been pointed out to me by a native gentleman 
well acquainted with the country that even if a beginning were 
made in a small way only, the initial expenses would nevertheless 
be very heavy, as the machines would have to be taken almost to 
the very doors of the customers themselves, and all things con- 
sidered, he was of opinion that under the most favourable conditions 
a return on the capital expended could hardly be looked for before 
the expiration of at least five years. This is certainly not very 
promising, but I think, nevertheless, that the possibility of an 
eventual market for this class of goods should not be lost sight of 
in view of the fact that the average price of grain has of late 
years incontestably risen—that a market for this grain is now 
assured through the opening of the Anatolian Railway, and that 
consequently it is to the interest of the Government and peasants 
alike to increase the productiveness of the soil by all possible 
methods, the adoption of improved machinery included.”— (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2359.) 


Steel House Decoration. 


H.M. Consul at Philadelphia reports that, in consequence of the 
recent plasterers’ strike in Great Britain, the 
export of metal walls and ceilings has been 
strongly suggested. The idea of these metal fronts to houses is 
that it does away in a great measure with plaster, and in the case 
of ceilings, removes the unsightly cracking and damp stains 
which so often appear. 

The plated ceilings also, besides being extremely decorative, 
are a very great protection against fire. It may be hoped that 
before these American metal walls and ceilings can be placed on 
the market in Great Britain, some enterprising British firm may 
be equal to supplying the requirements of the British public.— 
(Foreign Ojfice, Annual Series, 2352.) 


UNITED STATES. 


Cloth Goods, Suitings, &c., in San Francisco. 
H.M. Consul-General at San Francisco states in a recent report 
that there is one branch of manufacture in which the 
British still maintain pre-eminence in that market, 
and that is cloth goods. A fi*m doing a large business therein 
reports that both in fine fancy suitings and trouserings, British 
goods lead the market, and that the superior diagonals and high- 
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class serges are the models of excellence. Cheap Bradford 
diagonals for shoe uppers are at present in great demand, while 
that texture known as “corkscrew” is out of fashion. Scotch 
suitings still continue to hold a steady place, but domestic 
manutacturers are producing a close imitation. Speaking 
generally, British cloths of from medium to best quality are the 
goods which afford the greatest margin of profit under the present 
tariff. It is thought that piqué material could be made to 
advantage in the neighbourhood of Stroud, as the peculiar soft 
finish characteristic of West of England cloth can be imparted to 
this particular make. At present it comes from Sedan, in France. 
British low-priced diagonals and goods of grey mixture, used 
principally by the manufacturers of ready-made clothing, are, 
owing to the high duties, being largely supplanted by the domestic 
articles. American cloth makers are steadily improving their 
woollen goods, there being a marked improvement during the past 
five years in quality of material, in manufacture, and especially in 
the dyeing process.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2349.) 


Trade in Cuba. 
H.M. Consul at Havana reports that, with the advent of peace, 
ouie. the resources of the island offer many inducements 
to the employment of British capital. The principal 
industries of Cuba are the production of sugar and tobacco, and 
little attention has been paid in the past to the mineral and other 
resources of the island, which are undoubtedly great. 

The vast forests of valuable timber, which cover large tracts of 
the interior of the island, await only the construction of railways 
to. render their working profitable. The cultivation of fruit for 
exportation to the United States is capable of large development ; 
the growing of tomatoes would also prove a profitable business, and 
it has the advantage that it can be undertaken by persons of 
comparatively limited means. 

The principal imports into Cuba are flour, rice, potatoes, dried 
codfish, groceries, wines and liquors, machinery, woollen and cotton 
goods, crockery, hardware, glassware, cattle, maize, lard, beer, and 
“tasajo” (dried beef). Flour is imported from Spain and the 
United States. The bulk of the rice, which forms the principal 
article of diet of the Creoles in Cuba, who consume on an average 
1 Ib. per head per day, comes from India, via Liverpool, a small 
amount from Spain and the United States. Potatoes are imported 
from the United States, Spain, and the Canary Islands, codfish 
from the United States and Canada, and a small amount from 
Europe, groceries chiefly from the United States, wines and 
liquors almost entirely from Spain. The greater part of the sugar 
machinery comes from the United Kingdom, agricultural imple- 
ments from the United States. Almost all tools are of American 
manufacture, Germany and the United Kingdom supplying few. 
It should be borne in mind that as soon as the reconstruction of 
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buildings on the sugar estates commences there will be a large 
demand for corrugated iron and machinery. 

The Consul adds: ‘1 would strongly recommend manufacturers 
to study closely the existing tariff, and request their agents here 
to keep them continually supplied with samples and prices, and to 
follow the fashions closely, in order to indicate in time the various 
changes which may have become most marked. 

“Although the United States supply the greater part of the 
groceries imported here, still there are many articles which could 
be imported from the United Kingdom, such as biscuits, pickles, 
jams, condensed milk, &c. There is a large quantity of condensed 
milk consumed in Cuba. In 1898 there were sold in Havana 
40,000 cases of 48 1-lb. tins, and in the rest of the island 60,000 
cases, making a total of 100,000 cases, or 4,800,000 lbs. ‘Till this 
year condensed milk was imported from the United States, but a 
considerable quantity is now arriving from the United Kingdom.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,361.) 


Agricultural Machinery, &c., in Southern Russia. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Odessa, in a report to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2366), states that 
the present moment, when so much is being done 
by the Russian Government for the organisation and encourage- 
ment of cattle-rearing with a view to opening up a market for 
meat produce in England, would seem to be a propitious one for 
British manufacturers. A considerable impetus could for instance 
be given to the trade in agricultural machinery and implements, 
now admitted duty free, by securing their introduction into the 
many remote agricultural districts of the Russian Empire, into 
which they have not yet penetrated. 


RUSSIA. 


Capitalists in Angola. 
H.M. Consul at St. Paul de Loanda, reports that, as regards 
Portuguese West Africa, it is probably in Mossa- 
medes that European capital will, in the future, find 
its earliest paying investment. Already minerals, 
among them gold, have been found in quantities that should pay, 
in a district where means of transport already to a certain extent 
exist, and where the climate is suitable to white races. Two or 
three excellent natural harbours lie along the coast-line ; and with 
railways to connect the mining centres with the outer world, 
Mossamedes should, in more respects than one, prove a prosperous 
link between the South African communities and the richer 
equatorial regions of Africa.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2359.) 


PORTUGUESE 
AFRICA. 


Iron Bridge required at Lourenco Marques. 
According to the “ Bulletin Commercial,” the Portuguese Govern- 
ment asks for tenders for an iron port bridge, 260 
PORTUGUESE jnetres (853 feet) long and 20 metres (654 feet) wide, 
to be built in the port of Lourengo Marques. ‘Tenders 
are to be deposited with the general office of the Colonies, at Lisbon, 


AFRICA 
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by 23rd March, 1900, 4 p.m. 'Time allowed for construction eighteen 
months. Security to be deposited : provisional, 20,000 milreis ; 
definite, 5 per cent. of sum for which contract is awarded. 


Woollen Fabrics and Porcelain in Persia. 

H.M. Consul-General at Bushire says that in 1898 there was an 

ee advance of 50 per cent. in the imports of woollen 
fabrics into Persian Gulf ports. The increase was 
principally in broadcloths, which are finding much favour with the 
wealthy classes in the northern and central districts of Persia, and 
they appear to be able to compete successfully with similar 
materials of Russian manufacture imported from the north. The 
principal supplying countries were Great Britain, Germany, 
France, and Austria. British manufacturers should watch the 
Persian markets, as the trade in these fabrics is likely to expand. 
There is likewise a growing demand among the upper classes in 
the northern districts of Persia for a better quality of porcelain of 
European manufacture.—(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2346.) 


Prospects of British Trade in Japan in Metals and Machinery. 
H.M. Consul at Nagasaki reports that the prospects of British 
trade for the future may be said to be limited to that 
in metals and machinery, but these should be of the 
brightest, and encourage the hope of an extension far beyond that 
which has already taken place. The establishment of a large steel 
foundry near Moji, the northern ‘port of the Island of Kiusiu, is 
now in progress. A site has been selected for it, foreign experts 
are being engaged as instructors, and machinery and plant are now 
being largely imported for it, and the project is so far advanced 
that a contract has already been made for the annual delivery on 
the banks of the Yangtse for transport to Moji of 50,000 tons of 
ore, containing at least 65 per cent. of iron, from the Taiyan mine. 
But the large requirements of the prosperous and extensive ship- 
building and repairing industry of Nagasaki, of the railways 
throughout the island, of waterworks which will be established in 
the large towns, and of machinery of all kinds, will no doubt con- 
tinue to require to be satisfied from abroad for many years to come. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,355.) 

(For Tenders for Government Contracts (Admiralty) sce pp. 53-54.) 


JAPAN. 


THE SWEDISH MATCH INDUSTRY. 

A memorandum received at the Board of Trade through the 
Foreign Office states that the manufacture of Swedish matches has 
greatly increased during the last few years, and the export of this 
article has augmented in spite of the growing rivalry of foreign 
nations, especially of Germany and, in the East, of Japan (see 
article on the “ Japanese Match Industry” in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for July last). The Swedish matches are the best, but 
those of their foreign rivals are sold at so cheap a rate that it is 
impossible to compete with them in price. 
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The manufacture of matches in Sweden however, is threatened 
with a greater danger, namely. the growing consumption of the 
wood of the aspen, which is much sought after, on account of its 
porousness, not only for the manufacture of the matches them- 
selves, but also of the match-hoxes. 

As Sweden cannot furnish a sufficient quantity of this wood, it 
has been necessary to import it from Russia and Finland. An idea 
of the quantity thus imported may be gathered from a report of 
the Swedish-Norwegian Conszl-General at Riga. According to 
this authority the import from Russia to Sweden during the year 
1898 was :— 

From St. Petersburg ne ... 605,076 cubic feet. 
»  Libau 930,572 
» Riga 26,094 trunks estimated 
at 13 cubicfeet each, which 


Total ... ae ... 974,840 cubic feet. 


Add to this the imports from other Russian towns and from 
Finland, making altogether at least a million cubic feet. 

The best-informed authorities calculate that the aspen wood 
imported from Russia and Finland supplies half of the amount 
used in the Swedish match factories; but, however disquieting may 
be the thought of the large sums of money sent into Russia from 
Sweden, there are two circumstances which are yet more serious. 

Firstly, the Russian match industry, which has sprung up, has 
demanded from the Imperial Government a prohibitive law, or at 
least a very high tax on the export of this article (i.e., aspen wood) ; 
and, secondly, Germany and other nations have begun to compete 
with Sweden in the Russian market. As no attempt has been 
made in Sweden to replace by arboriculture the trees which have 
been felled, it is now necessary to seek wood in distant regions, 
which fact helps to enhance the price. 

It is therefore probable that the Swedish industry will have to 
face the question how to meet these threatening difficulties: the 
difficulty of procuring aspen wood, and the exorbitant price. 

M. Lundstrém, a former proprietor of one of the largest. 
match factories in Sweden, has sought to resclve this problem by 
writing a pamphlet, entitled ‘‘Culture of Poplar to replace Aspen, 
the Supply of which is now Insufficient.” He proposes to grow 
the poplar on a large scale, for the tree can be rapidly propagated 
by cuttings and other means, while it is necessary to sow the 
aspen. Being the owner of a property not far from Stockholm, 
he has been able to show that the poplar (especially the white 
poplar), grows with great comparative rapidity, and he gives 
advice and useful hints for those who would wish to attempt its 
cultivation. 

M. Lundstrém does not deny the value of the aspen—on 
the contrary, he recommends the care and cultivation of this tree ; 
but he seeks to replace it by another wood, equally good, light 
and porous. 
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TARIFF AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, INDIAN, 
COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 


I—INDIAN AND COLONIAL. 
Weighment of Cotton Yarn. 


With his despatch No. 147 (Revenue), dated 11th August, 1898, 
the Secretary of State forwarded a copy of cor- 
respondence regarding the weighment of bundles of 
cotton yarn in the Indian Customs Houses. At the instance of a 
firm of importers who had been dissatisfied with results of the 
ordinary count and length tests applied at ene of the Customs 
Houses, the Manchester Chamber of Commerce suggested to the 
Secretary of State that the “ stove-test” in use in England for this 
purpose should be adopted in India. Under this test the yarn is 
reduced to an absolutely dry condition and then weighed. The 
weight as thus ascertained is increased by 8} per cent., to give the 
weight of the yarn when holding a normal amount of moisture. 
The figure so obtained is then taken as the actual weight of the 
yarn for the purpose of determining whether it is of full or short 
weight. 

In the case which gave rise to this correspondence, subse- 
quent enquiry showed that the ordinary tests had in fact yielded a 
correct result, and there is no reason to suppose that when carefully 
applied their accuracy is open to serious question. But the 
repeated application of these tests in doubtful cases causes delay, 
and may still leave the importer in some doubt as to the correct- 
ness of the final result. The Governor-General in Council has, 
therefore, decided on the advice of all the local governments, that 
the apparatus required for the application of the “ stove-test ” shall 
be obtained and set up in Customs Houses which have occasion to 
apply the tests. The test should, however, only be applied in 
cases in which weighment by the ordinary methods has shown the 
weight of the yarn to be shert, or in which the feel and appearance 
of the yarn indicate that it is abnormally moist or “ over-con- 
ditioned.” A fee of Rs. 5 will be levied from the importer 
demanding the test, but will be refunded if the test fails to support 
the original determination of count and length by the Customs 
officers. If more than one application of the test is demanded, a 
further fee of Rs. 5 will be levied for each fresh test, the whole 
sum charged being retained or refunded according to the final 
result. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


Temporary Suspension of Duties. 


By an order dated 15th November last the Customs duties on 
the importation of fresh mutton and beef, and 
chilled or frozen fresh mutton or beef, and of cattle 
or sheep imported for slaughter, are temporarily suspended. 


CAPE COLONY. 
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Tariff Modification. 
The Board of Trade have received information from the Colonial 
euniene, Secretary of Grenada to the effect that the additional 
‘ten per cent. import duty imposed since 1896, and 
payable during 1899, under Ordinance No. 8 of 1898, will not be 
levied in 1900, 


II.—FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Drawback of the Excise Duty on Sugar used in the Preparation of 
Cake and Pastry. 
The Secretary of H.M. Legation at the Hague, in a despatch to 
the Foreign Office, dated the 12th ult., forwards a 
translation of a decree dated 25th November last, by 
which cake and pastry as well as pudding-flour are added to the 
list of articles which, under the decree of the 5th August, 1897, 
receive, on exportation from the Netherlands, an allowance of 
drawback of the excise duty paid on the sugar used in their 
preparation. 


NETHERLANDS. 


New Spanish Customs Law. 


The following new Spanish law as to Import Duties was published 
in the “Gaceta de Madrid” of the 29th December 
SPAIN. 

Article 1—The Minister of Finance (Hacienda) is authorised to 
increase solely for revenue purposes the import duties on articles 
which do not form the raw materials for any native industry, 
as well as to alter the classification of articles, as long as such 
alteration does not affect Spanish industry. He is also authorised 
to increase or reduce, with the same object, the duties on articles 
of food and drink and combustible materials, is long as similar 
articles are not produced in Spain. 

Article 2—The produce and manufactures of Fernando Po and 
its dependencies, of the Rio de Oro and other Spanish possessions 
in Africa, shall still be subject to the Customs Tariff except as 
regards fresh, salt and dried fish, caught and prepared by Spaniards, 
provided this is duly proved. 

Article 3.—The Government is authorised to revise the pro- 
visions and notes of the existing Customs Tariff, in order to 
harmonise them with the new duties on certain goods and with 
the creation of new public taxes. The Government shall take 
advantage of this authorisation within one month from the publi- 
cation of this law in the “ Gaceta,” 7.e., from 29th December, 1899. 

The modifications in the Tariff made in conformity with the 
above Law have now been decreed. The more important of these 
changes will be published in next week’s issue of the ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal,” and, in the meantime, the “ Gaceta de Madrid” 
containing the full text of the Decree may be consulted at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 10,0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 
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Import Duties on Explosives. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 

aneme of a Spanish Royal Order stating that the Financial 
; Section of the Council of State, in conformity with 
the Central Administrations of this Ministry, is of opinion that, 
in settlement of the claim brought forward by the lessee company 
“Union Espanola de Explosivos,” and of the doubts expressed by 
the Custom Houses of Valencia and Bilbao, the following should be 
decreed :— 

1. That the tariff duties on powders and explosive substances 
imported by the said company from abroad shall be in favour of 
the latter, and all such duties as have been collected by the Custom 
Houses shall be returned to the company. 

2. That when the imported matter does not solely consist of 
powder or explosive substances, as is the case with empty or loaded 
cartridges, cases, caps, &c., such tariff duties shall be payable to 
the State as correspond to the difference in the weight of the 
articles and that of the powder and explosive matter they contain, 
applying thereto the provisions of Articles 9 and 10 of the Regu- 
lations of 30th June, 1895. 

3. That a similar method be adopted as regards importations of 
cartridges, cases, and caps effected by private persons, the duties 
levied being paid into the Exchequer. 


Duty on Alkaloids, 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
name copy of a Spanish Royal Order of the 6th ult., 
‘determining the duties chargeable upon alkaloids, as 
follows 
1.—Alkaloids and their salts imported in a pure condition and 
contained in capsules are dutiable under Section 104 of the 
Customs Tariff—“< Minimum Tariff”’—duty, 30 pesetas per kilo- 
mme. 
2.—Alkaloids mixed with other substances and forming 
pharmaceutical products, are dutiable either under Section 118 of 
the Customs Tariff as “ pills, capsules, medicinal jujubes, and the 
like,” or under Section 119 as “pharmaceutical products, not 
specified—“ Minimum Tariff”’—duty, 2 pesetas per kilogramme 
and 1 peseta per kilogramme respectively. 


Tax on Chicory. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Embassy at Madrid, forwarding copy of a Law im- 
posing a tax of 100 pesetas per 100 kilogrammes 
upon chicory and other articles, produced in imitation of tea or 
coffee. 


SPAIN. 
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‘New Spanish Sugar Law. 

The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 20th December, 1899, contains 
the text of a Law recently passed by the Spanish 
Cortes relative to the duties, taxation, &c., on sugar 
and kindred products in Spain. 

The new Law provides that the following duties are to be 
levied on sugar imported into Spain from foreign countries, the 
Canary Isles, and other Spanish possessions :— 


SPAIN. 


Article. Duty. 
Pesetas. 
Sugar, glucose, liyuid caramel, and other similar 
products 100 kilos. net 85°00 
Honey and molasses, containing - more than 50 pan cent, 
of crystallisable sugar 80-00 
Honey and molasses, containing up to 50 per cent. 
(inclusive) of crystallisable 40°00 
Chocolate ... per kilo. 3°00 


Sweetmeats, sweet ‘piseuits, jams, and other ‘articles 
preserved in sugar, and syrups, other than medi- 


Saccharin, and similar products 16°00 
Medicines containing sugar, <ihaie saccharin, and 


Article 6 enacts that sugar of all kinds, glucose, &c., produced 
in Spain and the Balearic Islands pay an internal tax as follows :— 


Internal 
Article. Tax. 
| 
| Pesetas. 
Sugar of all kinds ... wide ... Per 100 kilos. net. 25°00 
Glucose 12°00 
Honey and molasses, ‘containing more than 50 per 
on of crystallisable sugar... ” | 12:00 
Honey, molasses and scum (espumas), con- 
taining up to 50 per cent. o> see 9 | 5-00 
Saccharin, and similar products ... Per kilo. net. | 3-00 


Article 7 excepts from the payment of the internal tax, molasses, 
&c., used in the manufacture of alcohol and spirits. 

Article 10 enacts that sugar of all kinds, the product of Spanish 
refineries, when exported to foreign countries, the Canaries, or 
other Spanish possessions, in quantities of not less than 500 kilogs., 
are exempt from the tax specified in Article 6. 

By Article 11 manufacturers of chocolate, sweets, jams, syrups, 
&c., when exporting such articles are entitled to a drawback on 
the amount of duty paid on the sugar used in their manufacture, 
of 4:00 pesetas per 100 kilogs. net in the case of fruit extracts and 
sweet biscuits, and 12°50 pesetas per 100 kilogs. net in the case of 
chocolate, sweetmeats, &c. 

The full text of the Decree, which was to come into force from 
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the date of its promulgation, may be seen in original on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Customs Service in Portuguese Colonies. 

The “ Diario do Governo” of the 6th November last published a 
Decree relating to the organisation of the Customs 
' service in the Portuguese Colonies of Angola, St. 
Thomé, and Principe. 

A translation of this Decree may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10.0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 


Certificates of Origin for the Ottoman Empire. 
A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Foreign Office transmitting copy of a communication 
sent to the Halifax Chamber of Commerce, with 
reference to certificates of origin being required on 
arrival, for goods shipped from England to Constantinople, Smyrna 
and Beyrout, on tariff, sanitary, or other grounds. 

The legal advisers of the Sublime Porte and the Central Customs 
Department state that no certificates of origin are required on 
tariff grounds for goods imported into Turkey from the United 
Kingdom. On sanitary grounds, such certificates are only required 
in certain special circumstances, as for example in time of plague 
or cholera, and then only for goods such as jute bags, &c., which, 
though shipped from England, may have come from an infected 
country such as India. 

As a general measure, sanitary certificates (not certificates of 
origin) are required for live stock, meat, horns, hides, plants, roots, 
slips, &c.,imported into Turkey from England, or any other country. 


OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE. 


Impertation of Arms. 

The rules hitherto in force regarding the importation into Egypt 
of arms, despatched by parcel post, are modified as 
follows :—The importation of arms into Egypt is 
authorised, on a written certificate by the receiver, that the arms 
are imported for his personal use. With this certificate it is not 
allowed to import more than two guns, two rifles, one revolver and 
two pistols. The importation of arms intended for sale is under 
the special authority of the Minister for War. 


EGYPT. 


Customs Decisions. 
Fulminate of Mercury—Canadian Duties and Internal Revenue Tax 
not Elements of Dutiable Value.—As Canadian duties 
and internal revenue tax are not exacted in Canada 
on nitric acid, mercury, and alcohol imported from the United 
States and consumed in the manufacture in bonded warehouse in 
that country of fulminate of mercury, such duty and tax are not 


UNITED STATES. 
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elements of the dutiable value of the article on importation from 
Canada into the United States. 

Declarations to Accompany Sheep Imported for Immediate Slaughter. 
—Declarations accompanying sheep imported from Canada for 
—* slaughter may be taken before United States Consuls in 

anada. 

Old Bed-feathers, which have been cleaned before using, are 
dutiable as feathers ‘‘ dressed, or otherwise advanced or manu- 
factured ” at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Rupee of Zanzibar.—The value of the rupee of Zanzibar is to be 
estimated on basis of value shown by the Consular certificates 
attached to the invoice covering contemporaneous shipments from 
India. 

Preserved Fruit from France.—Importations of preserved fruits 
from France are not subject to analysis for the purpose of ascer- 
tainment of quantity of sugar contained therein and amount of 
export bounty paid. 

Drawback on Rice.—On the exportation of the cleaned producis 
of Patna rice imported in the “paddy” state, or of such rice 
imported “in the meal,” which paid a duty of 2 cents per pound, 
and of Japanese and Bassein or Rangoon rice imported in the 
“uncleaned ” state, a drawback will be allowed equal in amount 
to the duty paid on the imported material used, less the legal 
deduction of 1 per cent. The entry under which the merchandise 
is to be inspected and laden must show separately the marks and 
numbers of the bags containing each kind of product exported, 
together with the gross tare, and net weight of the same. The 
drawback entry must show the net weight of each kind of product 
exported, and must further show, in addition to the usual aver- 
ments, that the exported merchandise was manufactured of 
material and in the manner set forth in the manufacturer’s sworn 
statement, which must be filed with the Collector at the port of 
export, and officially verified prior to the liquidation of entries. 
In liquidation, the rate of drawback which shall be allowed on each 
pound of the respective products, and the quantities which may be 
taken severally, as bases of allowance of drawback for each 100 Ibs. 
of imported rice of the kind or kinds identified, shall be as shown 
in the following table :— 


Patna. | JAPAN. | 
£2 bes | cane | te ts 
Bi | 288 | 2295 | | | 2338 
| 
Cts. Lbs. Cts, Lbs. | Cts. Lbs. Cts. Lbs. 
25 22 87 1:42 85 1:92 5 
2...) 20 9 74 | 96 22 
Meal 
and | 
polish . 19 20 3 8°9 19 10 | 22 18 
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Sworn samples of the several cleaned products described in the 
manufacturer’s sworn statement shall be furnished with the said 
statement to the Collector in sealed glass jars, and shall be held for 
comparison with samples of the exported merchandise, to be taken 
as the Collector may order. Declared quantities must be verified 
by a United States weigher. 

Wool on Sheepskins.—In cases where importers claim a consider- 
able variation in weight of wool on sheepskins in Customs’ custody 
from that indicated in tables of estimated percentages of weights, 
net weight may be ascertained by actual tests. 

Sawn Walnut Planks are free of duty as cabinet wood. 

Philosophical Instruments and Preparations—Only such instru- 
ments can be admitted to free entry as philosophical instruments 
“as are used for the purpose of making observations and dis- 
coveries in nature, and developing and exhibiting natural forces 
and the conditions under which they can be called into activity,” 
and the “preparations” referred to in paragraph 638, Act of 
1897, must be scientific or philosophical in their nature, and can 
only be admitted to free entry when used wholly in conducting 
philosophical or scientific researches. Surgical instruments and 
medicinal preparations are excluded from free entry under the 
above rule. 

Invoice of Goods from Mexico.—Goods imported from Mexico for 
shipment to Europe can not be so sent in transit, and a Consular 
invoice is required for the purpose of making entry for warehouse 
and transportation and rewarehouse and exportation. 

Picture Frames.—Picture frames are subject to duty indepen- 
dently of the paintings contained therein. 

Plushes.—Plushes made of flax are dutiable at the rate of 60 per 
cent. ad valorem, as pile fabrics. 


Importation of Sealskin Garments. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a circular issued by the United States 
Government with reference to representations made 
to the Treasury Department, that the trade in sealskin garments 
is seriously embarrassed by the rule which requires all shipments 
of such goods for the United States to be accompanied by the 
report of a Treasury agent. The subjoined regulations, therefore, 
have been framed, so as to dispense with such reports in future :— 

“1. No fur-seal skins, whether raw, dressed, dyed, or otherwise 
** manufactured, shall be admitted to entry in the United States, 
“ unless there shall be attached to the invoice a certificate, signed 
“by the United States Consul at the place of exportation, that 
‘‘ said skins were not taken from seals killed within the waters 
‘“‘ mentioned in said Act,* specifying in detail the locality of such 
“ taking, whether on land or at sea, and also the person from whom 
“ said skins were purchased in their raw and dressed state, the date 


UNITED STATES. 


* Act of 29th December, 1897. 
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“of such purchase, and the lot number. Consular officers shall 
“ require satisfactory evidence of the truth of the above by oath or 
“ otherwise before giving any such certificate. 

“2. Consular officers are instructed to inspect and stamp all 
“ sealskins submitted to them, the stamps to be distributed in such 
“a manner and with sufficient frequency to render each skin or 
“ portion thereof, even after being cut for garments, of easy identi- 
“ fication ; and the certificates will be issued by Consuls only upon 
“the positive identification of the skins during the preliminary 
“ stage of making up, and before the lining is adjusted. 

«3. No fur-seal skins, raw, dressed, dyed, or otherwise manu- 
“ factured shall be admitted to entry as part of a passenger’s 
“personal effects unless accompanied by an invoice certified by 
“‘ the Consul as herein provided. 

“4, All fur-seal skins whether raw, dressed, dyed, or otherwise 
“ manufactured, the invoices of which are not accompanied by the 
“ certificate above prescribed, shall be seized by the Collector of 
“ Customs and destroyed as provided for in section 9 of the Act of 
‘© 29th December, 1897. 

“5, Every article manufactured, in whole or in part, from 
“ fur-seal skins, the invoice of which is presented as aforesaid to 
“ the Consul, shall have legibly stamped thereon the name of the 
“ manufacturer and the place of manufacture, and shall be accom- 
“ panied by a statement in writing under the oath of said manu-. 
“ facturer, that sai’? skin or skins used in said article were taken 
“ from seals not killed at sea within the waters mentioned in said 
“ Act, specifying the locality in detail, and also the person from 
“‘ whom said skins were purchased in their raw and dressed state, 
“the date of said purchase, and the lot number. 

“6, All articles manufactured in whole or in part from fur-seal 
“skins and imported into the United States, shall have the linings 
“ thereof so arranged that the pelt of the skin or skins underneath 
‘“ shall be exposed for examination. 

“7, All fur-seal skins, whether raw, dressed, dyed, or otherwise 
“ manufactured in whole or in part, whether imported as merchan- 
“* dise or as part of a passenger's effects, shall be sent to the public 
“ stores for careful examination and inspection to prevent evasion 
“ of the law. 

“© 8, All garments made in whole or in part of seal-skins, and 
“taken from this country, may be re-entered on presentation of a. 
“ certificate of ownership from the Collector of Customs of the 
“* port of departure, which certificate shall have been obtained by 
“the owner of the garment by offering the same to the Collector 
“ for inspection before leaving this country. 

“9. Nothing in these regulations shall affect the right of any 
‘* officer of the Customs to inspect and seize any fur-seal skin or 
“‘ garment imported which he may find to have been imported in 
* violation of said Act.” 
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Regulations for the Importation of Tea. 


The following circular, containing regulations as to the impor- 
tation of tea, has been issued by the Treasury 
a Department of the United States hg 

As tea is now subject to duty, and as the original regulations 
fixing the penalty of the bond given by the importers thereof at 
one-fourth the invoice value of the tea was prescribed when on 
the free list, Art. 1 of the Regulations of 4th April, 1899, in 
regard to the importation and inspection of tea under the Act of 
2nd March, 1897, is hereby amended to read as follows :— 

The importation of any merchandise for sale as tea, which is 
inferior in purity, quality and fitness for consumption to the 
standards fixed and established by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in accordance with Section 3 of the Act of 2nd March, 1897, is 


prohibited. 
Entries of tea will be made upon the ordinary warehouse forms 
and the entry will contain the words “To be stored at -—— pending 


examination under the Act of 2nd March, 1897.” A bond shall be 
taken from the importer that such tea shall not be removed from 
the warehouse until released by the Collector. This bond shall be 
under a penalty, equal to double the amount of estimated duties 
on tea, and shall also be conditioned for the payment of all Custom 
House charges which may attach to the merchandise prior to its 
being released, exported, or destroyed, as the case may be, under 
the provisions of the law. 


Tariff Classifications. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 590 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for November last, 
respecting the classification of certain articles under 
the Mexican Customs Tariff, the Board have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, notice of further classifications as foliows :— 

Silk Rufiles or Pleated Silk Trimmings, even when containing 
rubber, cotton, or linen threads, for the purpose of preserving the 
shape, are to be assessed for duty under No. 605 of the Tariff— 
duty per net kilogramme, 16 pesos. 

Feather Trimmings, with foundation of cotton, wool, or linen, are 
to be dutiable under No. 78 of the Tariff—duty, per legal 
kilogramme, 4 pesos. 

Hats, not otherwise specified, not made up, with binding or 
other ornament round their edges, are to be dutiable under No. 
916—duty, each, 1 peso. 

Strips of Rubber Cloth for Hats are tc pay duty under No. 79—- 
duty, per legal kilogramme, 1 peso 50 centavos. 


MEXICO. 
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Tariff Modifications, &c. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
epesmess, despatch from H.M. Minister at Guatemala, forward- 
’ ing a report respecting certain modifications of the 
Guatemalan Customs Tariff, which have been made in virtue of a 
Decree dated 20th October last. 

The following are the modifications referred to :— 

1. A new series of export duties, additional to the single export 
duty established by Decree No. 375 (levying 1 dol. per ewt. on 
cleaned coffee, or 125 lbs. of coffee in husk) is hereby created, 
affecting the following produce :— 

dols. cents. 
Bananas . per bunch 
Coffee, cleaned or in “husk, deducting 
one-fifth of tare for the husk, net 


weight ..-perquintal 1 0 
Hides ... each 0 50 
Rubber, gross ‘weight oe .-per quintal 10 0 
Deer and sheep skins .. perewt. 3 0 


2. The proceeds of these export. duties will be appropriated to 
the payment of arrears of civil and military salaries, and the Float- 
ing Debt contracted by the State after the 8th February, 1898. 

3. Import duties and supplementary charges (i.e., the additional 
duties, amounting to 15 per cent, and the part-payment of 30 per 
cent. in gold) on foreign goods imported into the Republic from 
lst January to 30th June, 1900, will be reduced by one-half. 

4, From 1st January, 1900, the tax for exemption from military 
service, which is prescribed by law, will be 30 pesos (30 dols.) 
per annum, to be paid half-yearly in advance. 

5. Male Indians, of unmixed blood, of eighteen to fifty years 
of age will have to pay one-third of the amount stated in Article 
4, with the following exceptions, these being exempt from taxation : 

(a) Those who can read and write correctly. 

(b) The permanently resident labourers on plantations cultivating 
bananas, cocoa, coffee, hemp, sugar-cane, rubber, or wheat, on a 
large scale. 

(c) Those comprised in other exemptions allowed by the law in 
ae of military service. 

6. For the purpose of this law a plantation will be deemed “on- 
a large scale” if it covers an area of more than half a “ caballeria” 
(56 acres) and those cultivating sugar-cane must have a plant of 
machinery i in addition. 

7. The Decree of 9th June dealing with the exemption from 
import duty of several articles is abrogated, and the tax levied for 
exemption from the service of “ Zapadores” (labourers liable to 
personal service) established by section 3 Article 32 of Decree 
No. 243 is hereby also abolished. 

8. The Ministry of Finance will issue the necessary bye-laws 
for the enforcement of this law. 


* The nominal value of the Guatemalan peso, or dollar, is 4s. 
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It is stated in the report that at the beginning of 1899 
exchange on gold was at 200 per cent. premium, or 15 dols. to 
the £. At the end of June it was 400 per cent., or 25 dols. to 
the £. During the month of August it went up to about 750 
per cent., or 42°50 dols. to the £, and at the time the report 
was written (11th November) it stood at about 520 per cent. 
premium, or 31 dols. to the £, subject to fluctuations. 

The report is accompanied by three appendices illustrating the 
tariff changes which have been made. ‘These are given below. 


Appendix I.—Export Tariff. 


Units on | Additional) 
“ Original | 
. which | Export | Present 
Articles. duties are — | Duty now | vate. 
assessed. | imposed. | 
Pesos. cts. Pesos. cts. | Pesos. cts. 
Bananas Bunch o 0 10 0 10 
Coffee, cleaned or in husk, deducting 
one-fifth of tare for the husk— 
Hides ... Each — | 0 | 0 & 
Rubber—gross weight Quintal _ 10 00; 10 00 
Deer and sheep skins .. Quintal 00' 38 00 
Appendia IT. —Mode of Payment of Import Duties. 
Example : 
100 kilogrammes, gross weight, of bleached = dols. 
cotton lawns at 1 dol... 
Additional duties, 15 per cent. ets 15 
115 
30 per cent of the above sum payable in gold 
at the rate of 200 per cent. premium fixed 
by the Government (subject to ee 
34°50 dols. at 200 per cent. 69 
Total payable nae $184 


Reduced to 92 dols. from the 1st January to 30th June, 1900. 


Appendix III.—Estimate of annual revenue derivable from 


Export Duties. 


| Estimated Rate of Estimated 
Articles. quantities of Export Revenue 
| Exports. Duty. from Duty. 
| | 
Pesos. cts. Pesos, 
Bananas... ..| Bunches 274,000 0 10 27,400 
Coffee to. “cleaned 
Quintals 600,000 2 00 1,200,000 
Hides . .| No.. 80,000 0 50 40,000 
Bubber , Quintals 3,200 10 00 32,000 
Deer and sheep skins | Wee 800 3 00 2,400 
Total estimated revenue be ee $1,301,800 
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The quantities stated above, except in the case of coffee, are 
based on official returns of exports during the first half of 1899. 
The quantity of coffee stated is an assumed average annual export. 
It is believed that the export of hides, rubber, and deer and sheep 
skins will increase. 


Export Duty on Cattle in Venezuela. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
notification to the effect that, by an Executive 
Decree of 21st November last, an export duty 
of 10 bolivars per head is to be levied on cattle embarked from 
any port in Venezuela, until the complete restoration of public 
order. 


VENEZUELA. 


Additional Import Duty. 

Referring to the notice which appeared at page 346 of the “ Board 

of ‘Trade Journal” for September last, respecting 
‘the projected construction of a port at Montevideo, 
the Board of Trade have now received through the Foreign Office 
a translation of the law dealing with this matter, which has passed 
the Uruguayan Chambers and been sanctioned by the Executive, 
and also a translation of a Decree issued by the head of the 
Customs Department respecting an export duty of 1 per cent., 
which has been imposed by the said law. 

The cost of the works to be executed is not to exceed 12} 
million dollars, gold, and is to be met partly by additional taxation, 
partly by a loan, to be known as the “ Montevideo Port Obliga- 
tions.” Besides the 1 per cent. export duty referred to above, 
an additional import duty will also be levied, which, fixed origin- 
ally at 24 per cent., has now been increased to 3 percent, ‘The 
only goods exempted from these taxes are :— 

(1) Goods exonerated from duty by special laws. 
(2) Live stock on exportation or importation. 
(3) Articles intended for the provisionment of vessels. 

As regards the loan which the Executive is authorised to raise, 
the amount has been fixed at 7,050,000 dols. (13 millions sterling), 
and is to be represented by bonds to bearer, bearing 6 per cent. 
annual interest and 1 per cent. annual accumulative amortisation 
upon the amount issued. 

The Board have also received a summarised translation of a 
Decree regulating the mode of payment for the above-mentioned 
additional duties, from which it appears that of the 3 per cent. 
additional import duty, 2} per cent. is to be paid to the Customs 
authorities as heretofore, and the extra 4 per cent. to the General 
Direction of Direct Taxes, which Department will also collect the 
1 per cent. export duty. 

The translations of the Port Law and of the Decrees referred to 
may be consulted by persons interested in the matter at the 
Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, No. 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the 
hours of 11 and 5. 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
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Tariff Modifications. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office a 
sien copy and translation of a law promulgated on the 
; 28th November last, modifying the duties on felt 
hats imported into Peru, with a view to the protection of the 
national hat industry recently established in that country. 


The tariff valuations in the cases of the following items have 
been increased :— 


| Old Rate. New Rate. 
Article. Dut 
| Valua- | Valua- 
| tion. tion. cunt. 
*Sol. cts, |*Scl. cts, 
892 | Hats of beaver or felt, with stiff brim, not 
trimmed, low crown, for men and boys, 
each = = 00] 45 2 50! 45 
893 | The same, soft, formen and boys...each 1 50 | 45 1 87} 45 


894 | Hats of fulled wool, common, stiff, for 
men and boys... ... dozen 15 00| 45 18 75 | 45 
895 | Thesame, soft, for menand boys... dozen' 12 00 | 45 15 00 45 
896 | Hats of felt of woollen waste, with lining 
of cotton, formenand boys... dozen’ 8 00} 45 10 00} 45 
544 | Shapes for hats, of felt, cloth, or beaver, 
with or without brim or crown... dozen 5 
Note.—The words “for men and boys” 
are to be added to this number. 
1032 | Shapes of fulled wool, for hats and caps, | 
dozen 8 00] 40 7 50} 
Note.—The words “for women” are to 
be added to this number. 


00 | 45 7 50; 45 


40 


A reduction has been inade in the valuation of the following 
item :— 


\| 
Old Rate. | New Rate. 
Tariff 
Article. 
No. Valua- | | Valua- 
| cent | 
*sol. cts. | *sol. cts. 
2425 | Fur, rabbit and hare, for hats; gross 
weight ... kilog., 3 00 | 40 1 25; 40 


A new item, numbered 8964, has been introduced into the tariff 
for “ordinary hats for men and boys, of felt of woollen waste, with 
lining and band of silk or ‘ mixture,’ or with any other ornament,” 
with a duty at the rate of 40 per cent. on a valuation of 12 sols* 
per dozen. 

The above provisions are to come into force on the Ist May, 


1900 


* The nominal value of the Peruvian sol is 4s. 
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Customs Regulations at Zanzibar. 


With reference to the recent new Customs regulations of the 
cones: Port of Zanzibar (see “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 
December last, p. 698), the Board of Trade have 
been informed through the Foreign Office that the following 
arrangements have been made with regard to goods in transit. 
They must be declared for transhipment within forty-eight 
hours of their arrival, and if so declared will be subject 
to a consolidated charge amounting to double the present 
wharfage rate, and including three months’ free storage. 
After three months, rent will be charged for each week or 
part of a week at the rate of half the present charge for ware- 
housing. (Goods declared for transhipment and subsequently for 
local consumption will become liable for warehouse rent for the 
whole period during which they have been lying at the Custom 
House at half the ordinary rate. Goods intended for transhipment 
may, if it is preferred, be removed into town and stored in the 
importers’ own warehouses on payment of the full duty, and will, 
if they are subsequently re-exported within twelve months of their 
arrival, and in their original cases, which will be stamped at the 
Custom House when they dre removed, be subject, as in Bombay, 
to a rebate of 874 per cent..of the duty which they paid on entry. 
This concession has been made on the earnest representations of 
the mercantile community, but the warehousing tariff has been 
drawn up so carefully and so moderately that there is every reason 
to anticipate that the merchants finding that the Customs charges 
amount to really less than the cost of removing their goods and 
storing them in their private go-downs, in addition to paying 
12 per cent. on their dutiable value, will, as the leases of their 
own stores fall in, be brought to avail themselves of the Govern- 
ment bonded warehouses. The Treaty stipulation that the port of 
ultimate destination of goods landed in transit must be declared 
at the time of their arrival has been waived, on the understanding 
that no further objections are made to the wharfage tariff. 

The ordinary wharfage rate charged on goods imported for local 
consumption will cover seven days’ free storage, atter which the 
usual warehouse rent will become payable. 

Kerosene oil will be stored under the same conditions as before, 
and will only become liable to duty as it is removed into town. If 
it is re-exported direct from the Government go-downs, no duty 
will be charged. 

The following articles have been added to the list of those which 
can be imported duty free :—Beeswax, colombo-root, copra, gum 
arabic, gum copal, gunny-bags, hides, orchilla-weed, shells, simsim, 
and skins. 

Some slight alterations have been effected in the present ware- 
house tariff, a revised edition of which, together with the whole of 
the Customs regulations now in force, will be printed and pub- 
lished in an official form as soon as possible. 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Tariff Modifications and Customs Regulations. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 711 of the 
ei, Journal for December last, the Board of Trade have 
now received through the Foreign Office translations 
of those articles in the new Brazilian Tariff I aw, by which modifica- 
tions likely to be of importance to British trade have been effected 
in the import duties leviable, as also of such articles in this law and 
in the Revenue and Consumption Laws promulgated at the same 
time, as have reference to the formalities and regulations affecting 
British shippers and exporters. The Tariff Law, which was 
published in Brazil on the 22nd November last, enacts by 
Article I., that “the tariff authorised by the law of the 17th 
“ December, 1897 (i.e., the one existing at the date of the Law) 
“jis to be in force in all the Custom Houses, with certain 
“ alterations.” These alterations, both as regards the changes in 
import duties which have been effected, and Customs formalities 
and regulations, so far as they affect British exporters, are set 
out below. 

Article II. of the Tariff Law provides that “the system of the 
“ revised tariff shall be duplex, with maximum and minimum rates, 
“ the minimum being the existing tariff with the alterations made 
“in this Law, and the maximum that with double the duties 

“ specified in the minimum.’ 

It is provided by Article III. that “in the execution of the 
“Tariff thus drawn up the Government will indicate to the 
“Customs Department which are the countries whose. préducts 
*‘ shall be subjected to the minimum and maximum rates, the 
“Government having the right to modify such rates entirely or 
“ partially, with such diminutions as it may think fit to make in 
“ the terms of No. 5 of the Revenue Law.” (No.5 of the Revenue 
Law runs as follows :—“ The Government is authorised to adopt a 
“* differential tariff for one or more articles of foreign production 
** compensating concessions made to articles of Brazilian produc- 
“‘ tion when treated as proceeding from a most-favoured-nation, or 
“ vice versa.) 

Article IV. revokes all contrary dispositions. 

The following is a translation of the principal alterations made 
in the tariff of Import Duties which affect British trade :— 


Old Rate. New Rate. 
No. Articles. | Kate Rate 
Duty. of | Duty. of 
Duty.| Duty 
Per | Per 
Reis, | cent.) Reis. | cent. 
9 | Hats of the fur of the hare, otter, i 
or beaver, or of hose hair— 
Untrimmed .. each) €400 80 | 6,400) 60 
Trimmed ge: | «212,800 | 80 || adval.| 60 
26 | Harness (for tramw: ays ee .. set} 48,900 | 60 || 40,000); — 
53 | Xarque (dried meats) 100 | 20 || 120} — 
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Old Rate. || New Rate. 
Tariff 
No. Articles. | Rates 
| Duty. of |! Duty. of 
Duty. || Duty. 
{ Per Per 
| Reis. | Cent.}} Reis. | cent. 
60 | Butter ... kilo. 1,200 | 50 1,200 | 50 
Margarine and substitutes Not speclified 2,400 | — 
62 | Sardines 800 | 50 600 | — 
98 | Rice, in the husk ... 40} 10 40]; — 
»» not in the husk, or cleaned ... a“ 40} 10 60; — 
97 | Wheat flour .. 30] 10 2) — 
98 | Beans, of all sorts | 40} 10 60 | — 
101 | Wheat, in grain 10 
106 | Potatoes... 20] 15 40} — 
122 | ae 500 | 60 
124 | Fermented beverages— | 
Beer—of milk, or in extract ...  ., | 1,700] 60 1,700 | 60 
Common, i in barrels 750 | 60 750 | 60 
bottles 500 | 60 
Hydromel, cider, ginger ale, and 
other kinds— 
In other receptacles... ly 400] 60 
(Tare allowances, for wooden casks, 
20 per cent. Imports in bottles or other 
receptacles pay on gross weight.) 
130 | Liqueurs, common or sweet, of all 
kinds— 
In casks .. ly 500 | 60 2,000 | 60 
| In other receptacles : 1,600 | 60 
(Tare as in the case of beer.) 
131 | Alcoholic liquids and beverages— 
Absinthe, brandy, rum, cognac, 
whiskey, | 
In other receptacles... 1,500 | 60 1,300 | 60 
Geneva— | 
In casks.. ( 800; — 
In other receptacles 400} — 
Rectified spirits ve re 500 | 60 500 | 60 
(Tares as in the case of beer. 5 
136 | Wines— 
Bitters, Amer Picon, vermouth, 
and similar beverages— 
In casks 1 500/ 60 
In other receptacles | 400; 50 300] 50 
Champagne, and other sparkling 
Wines... 2,500 | 50 1,600 | 50 
Not otherwise specified — 
Containing up to 14 degrees of 
alcohol 
In casks 200 | 50 240 | 50 
In other receptacles 400 | 50 220 | 50 
Containing more than 14 de- 
grees and up to 24 degrees — 
In casks 400 | 50 500 | 50 
In other receptacles 500 | 50 300} 50 
Containing more than 24 de- | 
grees of alcohol— | 
In casks 500 | 50 600 | 50 
| In other receptacles 600 | 50 400 | 50 
| (Tare as in the case of beer. ) \ 
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| 
Old Rate. | New Rate 
Tariff Articte 
No. oe Rates || Rates 
Duty. of || Duty of 
Duty. | Duty 
Per Per 
Reis. | cent Reis. | cent. 
178 | Acids— 
Chlorhydric, hydrochloric, or 
muriatic— 
Pure . kilo. 150 | 25 1200; — 
Impure 50 | 25 30} — 
Sulphuric, oil or epirit of vitriol— 
Pure ... ‘ 150 | 25 1200; — 
Impure 50 | 25 30}; — 
179 | Mineral waters, natural or arti- 
ficial (gross weight) aa 500 | 890 370 | 60 
213 | Common salt, coarse or impure ... litre 35 | 25 30}; — 
435 | Cotton, not ginned wes kilo. 200 | 50 100 | — 
436 | Cotton wool ae £00 | 50 400}; — 
437 | Cotton wadding, ‘carded or in 
gummed sheets ee 1,000 | 50 800 |} — 
438 | Cotton yarn— 
Single, for weaving — 
Unbleached ... 540 | 30 500 | — 
Bleached - 660 | 30 600 | — 
Dyed .. 750 | 30 700 | — 
Twisted, or thread, ‘of all kinds 2,€00 | 60 2,000 | — 
473 | Printed cotton tissues, plain or 
twilled, not specially tariffed— 
Weighing more than 40 and 
up to 75 grammes per square 
metre .. 3,800 | 60 3,400 | — 
Weighing more than 75 
grammes per square metre.. = 3,400 | 60 3,000 | — 
474 | Printed cotton tissues, figured or 
damasked, striped, checked, &e.— 
Weighing more than 40 and 
up to 100 grammes per square 
metre . 5,500 | — 5,000 | — 
Weighing more than 100 
grammes per square metre... _,, 4,500 | — 4,000 | — 
Note.—Tissues embroidered by 
hand, by machine, or in the 
loom, belonging to the tariff 
classes No. 473 and 474 pay the 
above duties with an addition of 
40 per cent. 
420 | Baize and swanskin in cylindrical 
pieces adapted for 
machines ... Not speciified. 1,100 | — 
501 | Hats, of felt, plain... each} 2,400] 80 6400 aa 
Opera hats ... — — 4,800 | 60 5,600 | — 
518 | Woollen cloths, cassimirs, and 
cassinettes, mixed or not with 
silk, cheviots, American flannels, 
serges, and diagonals— 
Of wool, pure, or mixed with 
cotton—weighing up to 450 
grammes per sq. metre . kilo.| 7,200 | 60 8,000 | — 
525 | Open woven or transparent wool- 
len tissues, such as bareges, tulles, 
grenadines, gauzes, &c.:— 
Weighing 80 grammes or less 
per sq. metre aa 21,000 | 70 18,000 | 50 
Weighing more than 80 
grammes per sq. metre » | 11,000! 70 10,000 } — 
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Tariff 


Articles. 


Old Rate. 


New Rate. 


Duty. of 


539 


564 


589 
597 


613 
614 


618 


621 


(New 
Par.) 


643 
651 


662 


666 


(New 
Par). 


692 


765 
1010 


Canvas, sackcloth, and other plain 
or twilled tissues not specially 
mentioned, of tow, for sacks or 
packing ... 

Duck, cambric, muslin, Brittany 
cloth, and other tissues not 
specially tariffed, gummed or 
waxed, for use in book-binding... 

Sacks, common, of sackcloth and 
the like 

Gauze, of silk, gummed - 

Bands and insertions of silk tissue, 
or of silk mixed with other ma- 
terials, plain or embroidered, with 
or without lace ... 

Paper pulp, of all kinds ... 

Cardboard—not specially tariffed 
—other than varnished . 

Asbestos, raw or prepared, un- 
ravelled, carded, in fibre, wool, or 
tow, and in powder, pure 

Asbestos, in tissues, ribbons, wash- 
ers, &c., combined or not with 
wire 

Earthenware tubes and pipes, 
straight, curved or otherwise 
shaped, for whatever use 

Figures, bust, statuettes, vases, and 
similar articles, for table and 
household ornament 

Bottles or vases of clay for the 
pile, insulators, and any other 
parts, with or without copper 
fittings, for electric installations 

Kaolin or china-clay = 

Vases, flower pots, figures, images, 
statues, and similar articles for 
table ornament, of chinaware or 
porcelain—Qualities Nos. 4,5, & 6 

Glass decanters, demijohns, and 
common bottles, of common glass, 
without stoppers or ground necks 

Glasswares not specially tariffed, 
for table use—Quality No. 1 ‘ 

Glasswares for other uses—Quality 
No. 1 

Copper wire “gauze ‘in cylindrica] 
pieces, adapted for paper making 
machines ... 

Bits and snaffles. complete or not, 
filed or polished, with or without 
curbs 

Sulphur, in sticks ... 

Machines for cutting and calender- 
ing ; for cutting tobacco; refrig- 
erating machines ; machines for 
cutting wood or cork; for bottling, 
washing, wringing, mincing, &c., 
&c., for domestic use... oe 


. kile. 


. kilo. 


750 | 80 


40 50 


4,000 | 


or 


60 | 16 


60 


1,000 | 50 
Not specjified 


2,400 | 80 
20}; 20 


300 | 25 


Not spe'cified 


Reis, | cent. 


200 | 59 


1,800 | 60 
10 


‘kilo.300 — 


29 
No. — Rate |) Kate 
Duty. | of |) 
| Per || Per 
| Reis. | cent. | : 
535 | | 
| 650 | 60 
| 
» | 1,000} 50 | — 
| | 
» | 1,000; 80 60 
| | » | 24,000) 80 | 22,000| 60 
| 
» | 48,000} 80 | 45,000 | 60 
20 | 10 | 10 
| 
50 | 100; — 
| 
20 | — 
1300 20 1,100/ — 
|| 
| | 3500) — 
| » | 3,700| | 4,000] — 
| 
| 100! 50 | — 
= 
50 | 700) — 
| 1,100 | — 
| 
” | 1,200; — 
all 
each 
kilo. i 
| 
| | 
| each 
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Old Rate. New Rate. 
Tariff Articles. ie 
oO. Rate Rate 
Duty. |_ of Duty. | of 
Duty. Duty 
Per Per 
Reis. | cent. |} Reis. | cent. 
Incubators ... each 200 | 25 jkilo.200 | — 


Note.—The Note No. 140 in the 
tariff, respecting the treatment 
of accessories and parts of 
machinery, is suppressed, and 
provisions are substituted by 
which—(1) Platforms of iron or 
wood, beams, columns, ladders, 
balustrades and other accessories 
necessary for the installation of 
machinery, when imported with 
the machines as appurtenances 
thereof, will be charged with the 
duty applicable to the machines 
themselves; when imported separ- 
ately they will pay duty at the 
rate of 20 per cent., ad valorem ; 
and (2) Parts of machines im- 
ported separately, which can be 
recognised as such and as having 
no other use, and which are not 
specially tariffed, will be charged 
with the duty applicable to the 
machines to which they belong. 
1035 | Dolls and toys of all kinds— 
With mechanism or steam motor kilo. 6,000 | 80 4,800 | 60 
Other kinds 2,000 | 80 1,500 | 60 
1038 | Boxes and cases— 

Of pine and similar woods, un- 
painted, used only for packing 

wine, beer, &c.— 


Not fitted ... 100 | 50 
Fitted... noe se par- 130 | 50 
Ditto, ditto, for packing cigars, ately \spe- 
perfumery, &c.— cified 
Fitted or not... 500 | 50 
Ditto, ditto, used only for 
matches— 
Not fitted ... = | 320 | — 
Fitted and complete oe 330; | 400 | — 


1045 | Dynamite and other explosives ... _,, 1,300 | 50 1,000 


The following is a translation of articles in the Revenue, Tariff, 
and Consumption Laws, promulgated in November last, which affect 
exporters and shippers :— 


Article VI. of Revenue Law. 


Section 5.—“ Every bill of lading which must be attached to 
“the manifests, as dealt with in chapter 6, title 7, of the 
“ ¢ Consolidation,’ shall be accompanied, dating from the 1st 
“ January, 1900, by a declaration signed by the shipper, who shall 
“ draw it up or cause it to be drawn up, of the goods in the 
*‘ package or packages included in each of the said bills of lading, 
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“the same to be authenticated according to Article 345 of the 
Consolidation.’ 

“ The captains or masters of ships shall not admit the legali- 
“ sation of the bills of lading without the shipper producing such 
“ declaration. 

“The absence of such a declaration, or the fact of its divergence. 
“ from the contents of the package or packages at the port of des- 
“tination shall be considered as an infraction of the fiscal 
“ legislation, the importer of the article being punished by a fine 
“equal to the duties in both cases; the captains or masters, 
* however, shall be punished with a fine equal to that in Article 
‘* 363* of the ‘ Consolidation ’ for the mere absence or non-delivery 
“ of such a document. 

Section 15.—“Imported articles or merchandise which may 
“belong to different classes of the Tariff and which may be 
“discovered hidden or not, and of which special mention shall 
“not have been made in the despatch papers or notes, shall be 
“considered as contraband and seized according to the terms of 
“legal procedure in such cases.’ 

Section 16.—‘‘ All the fines leviable in the Custom House 
* Departments of the Union under the ‘Consolidation’ shall be 
“ doubled except in the already existing cases of double fines for 
“differences of quantity of merchandise of the same class, and 
“differences of quality of merchandise of a different kind from 
“that specified in the despatch papers, and also those connected 
“with the despatch of goods in cases of ‘contents unknown’ 
“accepted by the Custom Houses which shall remain at 1} to 
“10 per cent on the value.” 

The following is a translation of Article 45 of the Consumption 
Tax Law :— 

“ National manufactories may not use labels wholly or partly 
“written in a foreign language—according to Law 452 of the 
“3rd November 1897. 

“The importation of goods manufactured abroad which may 
“bear labels wholly or partly in Portuguese, is not permitted, 
“except when the goods are imported from Portugal, or when they 
“ are manufactured goods for factories.” 


In continuation of the above -particulars, a despatch has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Rio de Janeiro, inclosing a statement of the modifications, other 
than those of local inmportance, which have been introduced by the 
new Tariff Law into the Preliminary Dispositions of the Brazilian 
Tariff. 

The following section has been added to the list of exemptions 
given in Article 2 :— 

‘“‘ Section 36.—Machinery and its accessories and material for 
“‘ maintenance, imported direct by mining undertakings for their 


“own use, shall only pay a despatch tax of 5 per cent. 


* This fine is “ double the duties properly leviable,” 
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** Maintenance material comprises only chemical substances, ex- 
“ plosives, metalloids and simple metals, and the material for 
“‘ extraction and transport in the mine necessary to the industry 
“of mining. Undertakings having imported machinery and 
“ material for another use shall be subject to a fine of double the 
‘ duties according to the Tariff.” 

The permission of the Minister of Finance is necessary for the 
free importation of the goods enumerated in the above section. 

From Article 8, “ In the application of the Tariff and collection 
“of duties no distinction with relation to the goods, the ports of 
“ origin, and owners or importers, shall under any pretext be 
“* made unless legally established,” the words, “ the ports of origin ” 
are to be omitted. 

Article 15, paragraph 1, is amended to read as follows :— 

“ For the clearance of goods liable to ad valorem duties, as well 
“as for all other clearances, the interested parties must furnish 
‘“‘ Consular invoices of the goods imported by them duly viséed by 
“the Brazilian Consul at the place of origin, confirming the 
“ declared value, which shall be calculated at the rate of exchange 
“* of 12 pence per 1,000 reis.” 

The following paragraph has been suppressed after Article 15 :—- 
“ Sole paragraph.—In the case provided in Section 5 of Article 13, 
“ the Consular visa shall not be exacted ”—7.e., in the case of goods 
which cannot be assimilated under the Tariff and are therefore 
dutiable at the rate of 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Article 42 is amended to read as follows :-— 

“The person who intends to clear any articles or goods subject 
“to duty is obliged to present to the chief of the competent 
“Custom House : 

“Section 1.—The bill of lading and Consular invoice, which 
“shall be registered with the manifests and other documents 
“proving the origin of the articles or goods he intends to clear 
“and his title to claim the same. The absence of the Consular 
“ invoice shall entail the goods being cleared at the highest rate of 
“ the Tariff. 

“Section 2—A statement in duplicate giving the following 
“ indications :— 

(Nos. 1 to 6 remain unaltered.) 

“7, Signature of the owner or consignee of the articles or 
“ goods, if he personally clears the same, or that of his repre- 
“sentative duly authorised for the purpose, conformably to title 
“{II. of the ‘ Collection of Customs Laws,’ by a special power of 
“attorney. 

“Section 3.-- The authorisation dealt with in Section 2, para- 
“graph 7 of Article 476 of the ‘Collection of Customs Laws’ 
“must be given in the following terms: ‘I authorise............... 
“‘* despatcher F.......... (or my cashier clearing the gocds) to clear 
“*the goods mentioned in this declaration (nota) taking the 
“* responsibility for all his actions in effecting the same as regards 
“*the taxes due to the National Treasury conformably with the 
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“goods on the manifest and bill of lading, for all shortages 
““« (faltas), evasion (descaminho) of duties, independently of other 
«formalities or form of procedure.’ ” 

The remaining sections of Article #> are unaltered. 

The following new articles have been added :—- 

“Article 51.—The fine on clearing goods prescribed by the 
“Custom House legislation in force shall be from 1} per cent. to 
“5 per cent. at the discretion of the Custom House inspectors, 
“ according to the circumstances of the facts, (Article 77 of the 
“* Collection of Customs Laws.’) 

“Sole paragraph..—The fine of double duties on differences 
‘found when ‘conferring’ the goods, shall be imposed when the 
“ duties on the differences shall exceed 100 milreis. 

* Article 52.—On exporting merchandise to any of the Brazilian 
“ ports, the exporters or shippers must from the Ist January, 
“ 1900, present at the Brazilian Consulate (literally) at the *spot 
“ whence the goods proceed, two invoices which must be authenti- 
“cated by such Consul, one being delivered to the shipper to 
“ accompany the cargo and the other remaining in the Consulate, 
“ which in its turn shall transmit it to the authority in the Federal 
“ Capital charged by the Government with the compilation of 
“ general statistics.” 


* NoTE By H.M. Lecation.—“ It is not clear whether this means the port of 
departure or the place where such goods are manufactured.” 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT NOTES, INDIAN, 
COLONIAL AND FOREIGN. 


INDIANe AND COLONIAL. 


Shipping at Montreal in 1899. 

While in some respects there has been very great activity 
in the harbour of Montreal during the recent season, 17,822 
craft having passed through Lachine Canal locks, the ‘“ Mone- 
tary Times,” of Toronto, states that the aggregate tonnage 
of the harbour was not so great as in the previous season. 
Navigation opened on 24th April for river craft, but it was not 
until 27th April that the first ocean vessel, s.s. ‘‘ Dominion,” 
arrived in port. From that date until 29th November, there 
arrived in port 801 vessels, consisting ‘of 773 steamships, 7 barges, 
3 brigantines, and 18 schooners. ‘This is a decrease, as compared 
with last year, of 67 vessels, and a decrease in tonnage of 66,461 
tons. The number of vessels, and their tonnage, which entered 
the port of Montreal for the year 1898-9, was as under :— 


— Vessels, Tonnage. 

1899 ... 801 1,517,611 
Decrease for 1899 ... ah 67 66,461 


The coastwise steamers, however, increased. In 1898 there 
arrived in the port 330 vessels, with a tonnage of 348,500 tons, 
while in 1899 there arrived 344 vessels, with a tonnage of 402,325 
tons, being an increase of 14 vessels, and 53,825 tons. 

Altogether, in the season just closed, 401 voyages were made to 
Montreal harbour by regular lines of transatlantic vessels, whose 
aggregate tonnage was 1,031,766. Besides these there were 29 
tramp steamers of a tonnage of 45,421. 

The Customs receipts from the Ist May to the close of navi- 
gation in 1898 were 4,922,552 dols., while during the same 
period of 1899, the sum of 5,390,136 dols. passed into the exchequer 
of the country, to the credit of the Customs duties at Montreal, an 
increase of 467,584 dols., during the seven months. 


FOREIGN. 
The Siberian Railway. 

The “Times” reports that on 28th December last the 
final rails were laid down on the Trans-Baikal section of the 
Siberian Railway, thus completing for the present the great 
enterprise begun in 1891, and establishing uninterrupted steam 
communication between Western Europe, St. Petersburg, and the 
extreme eastern limits of the Russian Empire on the Pacific Coast. 
The length of this last section just finished is 693 miles, from the 
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eastern shores of Lake Baikal, going through Chita to Stretensk 
on the River Shilka, a tributory of the Amur. The trains are 
transported across the Baikal Lake on the ice-breaking ferry-boat, 
built by Sir William Armstrong and Co., and from Stretensk the 
river route must be used to arrive at Khabarovsk, whence the 
Uszuri section of the railway runs on to Vladivostock. 


Rate of Transport for Kerosene from Baku to Petrovsk. 
The Foreign Office have received a report from H.M. Consul at 
oy Batoum, stating that on and after the 15/27 Jan- 
‘ uary, 1900, the rate of transport for kerosene from 
Baku to Petrovsk is to. be raised from 12 copecks to 16 copecks 
per poud, that is to say—as near as possible from 3d. to 4d. per 
poud of 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 


Opening of the Baku-Derbent Railway. 

The Board of Trade have been informed through the Foreign 
Office that the Railway between Baku and Derbent was opened to 
traffic on the 15/27 November last and that on that day, for the 
first time, the post from Baku to St. Petersburg was forwarded 
over the new line. 


The Cronstadt Navigation Season. 

H.M. Consul-General at St. Petersburg reports that the naviga- 
tion season at Cronstadt closed on the 5th December last, while 
communication by water between that port and St. Petersburg 
terminated some days previously. r 


Danish-Russian Steamship Line to the Far East. 

The “ Handels Museum,” in a recent issue, gives information as toa 
combination which has been brought about between the Copenhagen 
Kast Asian:Company and the Russian East Asian Steamship Com- 
pany which was recently established in St. Petersburg. The 
Russian East Asian Steamship Company has a provisional capital 
of 3,000,000 roubles, and the directorate consists of two Danes and 
three Russians. The Copenhagen company will hand over to the 
new company two of the three large steamers which it has had 
built, and will support it financially and commercially. Amongst 
the advantages which the new company will enjoy are that its 
vessels will not under the operation of the new Russian 
Navigation Laws be prohibited from participating in the coasting 
trade between Russian ports, which it is stated will include ports 
in Siberia, and that it will receive a subvention from the Russian 
Government in the shape of repayment of the Suez Canal dues. 
It is also stated that negotiations are proceeding with the French 
Government to obtain a reduction of dues in French ports for 
vessels of the combined Russian and Danish companies, and ac- 
cording to the “ Berlingske Tidende” these negotiations are likely 
to be successful. 
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Railway Rolling Stock in Roumania. 

It is stated that the Minister of Public Works at Bucharest has 
just approved plans for three new lines of railroads 

ee te ene which it is proposed to construct 
shortly. The combined cost of the three lines, it is estimated, 
will be some 3,400,0001. The question of rolling stock has not 
been considered as yet. It is a well-known fact that neither loco- 
motives nor cars of any kind are manufactured in Roumania, and, 
therefore, all orders will have to be placed with foreign makers. 


Railway Construction in Mexico. 
The Southern Pacific Company (U.S.A.) has, it is stated, acquired 
undeveloped coal fields in the State of Sonora and 
will build a railroad from Ortiz, a station on the 
Sonora Railway, to the coal beds, about 70 miles. 

The Mexican International Railroad Company has filed with the 
Mexican Government a record of the final survey for the proposed 
extension from Durango to the port of Mazatlan, and it has been 
approved by the authorities. Much of the material is on the 
ground and a large force is at Durango ready to begin work. 

A Monterey Press despatch states that the concession recently 
obtained for a railroad from Monterey to Matamoras, has been sold 
to an American railway promoter. It was expected that the work 
of construction would begin about Ist January, 1900. The proposed 
road, in connection with the San Antonio and Brownsville road 
that is to be built from San Antonio to Brownsville, Tex., opposite 
Matamoras, Mex., will give a new through line between that part 
of Mexico and the United States. 


MEXICO, 


New Railways in China. 
It is stated that the Peking Syndicate has decided on the immedi- 
—_ construction of a railway connecting the mines 

in the vicinity of the Huai-kuig canal beyond Wei- 
hue. The line is to be about 80 miles in length. 


Japanese Railways in 1898-99. 

The annual report of the Japanese Imperial Railway Bureau for 
the year ending 31st March, 1899, recently published, 
shows that 472 miles of new road were opened for 
traffic during the year, which is an increase of 30 miles over the 
record for the preceding year. The total length of State and 
private lines in operation on the date named was 3,421 miles. The 
number of railway companies incorporated under formal charters 
was 58, with a total capital of 238,775,000 yen, with 2,652 miles 
of road in operation. During the year 26 companies were formed 
under provisional charters, with a total capital of 43,535,000 yen 
and a length of 809 miles. 


JAPAN. 
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Of the companies under formal charters 42 are actually doing 
business, the remainder being engaged in the work of construction. 

The total rolling stock on the State and private lines at the date 
above named comprised 1,103 locomotives, 3,811 passenger cars, 
and 14,088 freight cars, which was an increase of 209 locomotives, 
911 passenger cars, and 2,663 freight cars over the record of the 
year previous. 

The total locomotive mileage during the year was 24,917,429, 
the train mileage 22,977,400, and the car mileage 310,667,984, 
showing an increase of 21, 22, and 20 per cent. respectively, for 
the three items named as compared with the previous year. The 
quantity of fuel consumed was 430,791 tons of coal and 14,339 
tons of liquid fuel. 

The total number of passengers carried on the State and private 
lines during the year was 90,061,809, and the freight tonnage 
9,916,126, exclusive of baggage, which amounted to 36,705 tons. 
The total receipts amounted to 30,832,084 yen, of which the sum 
of 19,651,789 yen was passenger receipts ; 10,309,820 yen freight 
receipts; 558,042 yen baggage receipts; 276,508 yen receipts 
from postal business; and 5,925 yen miscellaneous business. 
Compared with the preceding year there was an increase of 16 per 
cent. in passenger receipts, 14 per cent. in freight receipts, and 
18 per cent. in baggage receipts, but on a mileage basis there was 
a decrease of 2°4 per cent. in the passenger receipts and 3°6 per 
cent. in freight receipts. From all sources the total income of 
State and private lines for the year was 31,700,676 yen. The total 
working expenses amounted to 17,765,544 yen, which was an 
increase of 5,401,448 yen over the record for the preceding year. 


TRADE NOTES, HOME, INDIAN, COLONIAL 


AND FOREIGN. 

(Arranged according to Industries.) 
MINING AND MACHINERY. 
COLONIAL, &c. 
Mining Regulations in Canada. ) 
Minerals and mining in the various provinces of Canada are 
administered and controlled under the laws and 
regulations of the respective local governments. 
Legislation on the subject is not uniform. The Dominion Govern- 
ment administers mineral lands in Manitoba and the North West 
Territory, including the Yukon district and the remaining 
unorganised regions of Canada. Further particulars may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


CANADA, 
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Gold Industry of British Guiana. 


The returns of the Department of Mines of British Guiana show 
BRITISH that the amount of gold entered at that department 
GUIANA. in the month of November, 1899, was 8,123 ozs., as 

against 8,647 ozs. in November, 1898, a decrease of 524 ozs. 

The exports of gold from British Guiana from January 1st 

to December 4th, 1899, amounted to 101,178 ozs., valued at 

1,791,827 dols., as compared with 98,675 ozs., of an estimated 

value of 1,727,500 dols., for a similar period of 1898. 


FOREIGN. 
Production of Iron in Sweden. 


The following is a memorandum of a report presented by the 
cudamen Swedish Ironmasters’ Association at their meeting 
‘ held on the 25th November last. At the 
previous meeting held by the directors of the Swedish Ironmasters’ 
Association on the 26th August last, it was shown that the 
state of the Swedish iron market for the period then reported on 
had never shown such activity since the association was formed, 
nor had such high prices ever been obtained. Since then the 
activity has been even more marked, and prices have been still 
higher. Several circumstances account for this state of things. 
First of ali the increased demand for iron and steel in all parts of 
the world, and also the marked difficulty of the Swedish producers 
in suiting the market, for, in spite of the active demand for iron 
and steel and the remunerative prices obtained, it has shown 
itself impossible for them to increase the production. On the 
other hand, the production of pig-iron shows a decrease of about 
5 per cent., whereas no marked rise or fall can be noted in the 
other kinds of iron and steel. « Added to this is the fact that pro- 
ducers in Sweden will be much engaged for a considerable time 
to come in the execution of the large orders received for iron and 
steel to be delivered during 1900, and contracted for by them 
with both Continental and British firms. In view of these 
circumstances one may reasonably expect the present favour- 
able state of the market to continue. There is also every 
reason to believe that the state of the foreign markets will 
continue to be favourable, and from information procured by the 
directors it appears that a marked activity is noticeable in almost 
every department of industry, and that the supplies in hand of 
iron and steel are scarcely sufficient to meet the demands. The 
scarcity of coke and other fuel and the high prices of these 
articles have a restraining influence on the increase of the produc- 
tion of iron and steel. 
Germany, the directors state, can supply no iron and steel 
during the first six months of 1900, and no large quantities during 
even the last six months of the same year. Contracts, it is said, 
have already been made for 1901. 
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In Germany and also in France, however, people are of opinion 
that prices now have reached their culmination, and that the 
stocks in hand had better be utilised before fresh contracts are 
made. 

The following tables show the quantities of iron and steel pro- 
duced in the first nine months of 1899, and exported in the’ first 
ten months of the same year. 


Amount produced. 


1898. | «1899. 
Increase+- 
Decrease — 


Jan. 1—Sept. 30/ Jan. 1—Sept. 


Tons. Tons. 
Bloom iron ... 142,600 147,100 
Bessemer ingots... 79,000 71,200 
Siemens-Martin ingots... 114,000 120,100 


Quantity of Iron, &e., exported. 


1898. | 1899, 
Increase + 


! 
| 
| 
| 


Jan.-Oct. | Jan,-Oct. 


Pig-iron and ballast-iron ... 
Ingots one 
Bloom iron and rough bars 
Bar-iron 

Bar ends 

Tron wire in coils 

Sheet-iron 

Drawn wire 

Nails 


+1 +44 


Total tons... 252,300 + 20,500 


American Bicycles in Switzerland. 


The U.S. Consul at Aarau states that the progress which American 
manufacturers of bicycles have made in the past four 
years in their trade with Switzerland is remarkable. 
It is not possible to say with any degree of accuracy what num- 
ber of American bicycles were imported into Switzerland during 
the period named, as the official statistics cannot be relied on, for 
the reason that all bicycles of American manufacture which were 
sent to Switzerland from any of the distributing points of either 
Germany or France were credited as an import from the country 
from which they last came. Thus, a shipment of American wheels 


SWITZERLAND. 
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Tons. 
4 — 18,700 
+ 4,500 
— 7,800 
+ 6,100 
1 
f Decrease — 
| 
1 
| Tons, | Tons. Tons. 
} whe 71,700 79,600 7,900 
5,800 7,500 1,700 
13,900 | 16,400 2,500 
| 129,000 134,000 5,000 
3,600 | 4,500 900 
2,400 | 2,300 100 
500} 1,000 500 
| 2,100 | 2,100 
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to Switzerland from Hamburg is credited by the Custom House as 
a German exportation. The official statistics, however, show the 
direct importation from the United States, and the progress of the 
trade during the past four years will be seen by the following 
table :-— 


Average 
Price. 


Year. Bicycles. Value. 


q Dols. Dols. 
1895... abi 21 897 42°71 


45-23 
42°16 


The year 1899 is expected to show a considerable increase over 
1898. 

The total number of wheels imported into the country during 
1898 was 15,027, against 11,067 for the corresponding period of 
1897. Of this number, Germany sent 7,531; France, 3,591; 
England, 773; Belgium, 293; Italy, 286; Austria, 333; and the 
United States, 2,194, as stated. 


The Nitrate of Soda Industry in 1899. 


The nitrate of soda industry shows a considerable improvement 
this year. A noteworthy feature is the increased 

ome. consumption in the face of higher prices and a 
reduced production. In the eight months ending 31st August 
the Chilean works had an output of 438,674 long tons, as against 
834,693 tons in the same time last year, showing a falling-off of 
47°5 per cent. The sales on the other hand amounted to 1,101,666 
long tons, or 99,827 tons, about 9 per cent. more than in the 
corresponding eight months of 1898. This increase in consump- 
tion was due principally to European buying. The United States 
used during this period only 80,567 tons, or 7°9 per cent. of the 
total, and as compared with 1698, American consumption of nitrate 
of soda shows a falling-off of 17,208 tons. The sales for the nine 
months ending with September were 101,698 tons, which is 5,481 
tons less than during a similar period of 1898.—Lngineering and 
Mining Journal. 


Production of Diamonds. 


The French Consul at Pretoria states that the quantity of diamonds 
siti found and certified in the Transvaal in 1898 was 
" 22,848 carats, of an estimated value of 1,093,250 
francs as against 5,792 carats, worth 287,500 francs, in 1897. 
The mining districts are Bloemhof and Pretoria. 
In the Bloemhof district, diamonds are found in the old bed of 
the Vaal, especially at Christiana and Kromelleboorg. ; 
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carats. 


73°74 francs per carat, of 871,575 francs. 
Pretoria district are found in volcanic deposits and alluvions. 

The former are worked by the “Schuller Diamond Mines Co.,” 
which has obtained 10,660 carats of diamonds of an inferior 
quality, worth, at 19-93 francs a carat, about 212,550 francs, and 
the alluvions in the farm of Bijnestpoort have produced 465 
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At Christiana, 2,176 carats of diamonds have been obtained, 
worth 160,475 francs, and at Kromelleboog, 9,642 carats worth 
711,100 francs, being together 11,818 carats to the value, at 
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Diamonds in the 


BRITISH INDIA. 
Office :— 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
The Cotton Industry of British India in 1898-99. 


The following table, showing the statistics of cotton spinning 
and cotton weaving in the Indian mills, has been 
received at the Board of Trade from the India 


Cotton Yarns, 


| Cotton Woven Goods. 


Search has been made in other places in the Transvaal, in beds 
thought to be diamond-bearing, but without important results. 


1897-98. 


1898-99, 


1897-98. 


1898-99, 


lbs. lbs, lbs, lbs. 
BRITISH INDIA :— 

Tas 82,515,445 | 80,728,346 || 5,320,781 6,126,279 
Bombay .| 824,649,184 | 368,036,820 || 73,481,564 | 82,366,121 
Bengal 44,806,625 | 45,517,686 63,266 58,605 
North Western Provinces 

and Oudh (including Aj-| > 26,746,853 | 32,282,514 | 3,042,991 | 4,084,580 
mer Merwara) ... 
Panjab 6,606,919 7,243,709 || 1,007,533 865,748 
Central Provinces ... ..| 18,334,320 | 18,807,910 || 5,110,292 5,156,956 
Total ..| 453,659,846 | 502,616,985 || 88,026,427 | 98,658,289 
FOREIGN TERRITORY :— | | 
The Hyderabad Assigned] , 
Districts and the Native | | 
States of Indore, Mysore,| > 8,936,484 | 9,754,751 || 3,261,224; 3,026,733 
Baroda, Nandgaon, and f 
Bhavnagar 
Grand total .| 462,595,830 | 512,371,737 | 91,287,651 | 101,685,022 


GERMANY. 


The Use of Nettle Fibre in Textile Manufactures. 
The American Consul at Glauchau (Germany) reports that nettle fibre 
has of late come greatly into favour in the manufacture 
of fine yarns and tissues. In Germany, there are fac- 
tcries which use these fibres both in spinning and also for ulterior 
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purposes. In nettle-spinning alone, over 10,000 spindles and some 
hundred workmen are employed. The raw material is imported 
almost exclusively from China, whence 3,000 to 4,000 double ewts. 
(661,500 to 802,000 pounds) are annually sent to Germany. 
Nettle fibre produces one of the finest tissues obtainable from any 
known kind of vegetable fibre. In view of the importance which 
this seems likely to attain in connection with the weaving industries, 
it is intended to introduce the cultivation of nettles, if possible, 
into the Cameroons. The idea is to prepare the products of this 
experimental culture at the place where they are obtained, and test 
them in German factories. Should favourable results follow from 
these experiments, it is intended to organise nettle-growing 
enterprises on an extensive scale. 


Yarns and Woollen Goods in Roumelia. 

The British Vice-Consul for Eastern Roumelia reports that cotton 

et goods of the well-known classes produced in the 
United Kingdom were as much in favour in 1898 
as ever, and, with the exception of certain items coming 
from Italy, the demand was only affected by the general stag- 
nation of trade in the country. There seem to be no serious 
obstacles to a continuous development of the British cotton trade 
in Eastern Roumelia, except the present financial distress and the 
high Customs tariff which place British goods beyond the reach of 
the poorer classes. 


British woollen piece-goods continue to be in demand as much 
as formerly. ‘Their sale is on the increase as far as suitings, army 
cloth, &c., in short, stuff for men’s wear, are concerned, for 
clothes hitherto imported ready-made from Austria-Hungary are 
now being made up in the country. 


AGRICULTURE. 
Corn Prices. 

A table is published at p. 59, which gives particulars as to the 
quantities of British corn returned as sold in England and Wales 
during each week in December, 1899, together with statements 
of the average price obtained for wheat, barley and oats. This infor- 
mation is compiled by the Board of Agriculture from returns 
furnished by inspectors and officers of Excise. 


Sunflower-growing in Southern Russia. 
According to a French Consular report there is in Southern Russia 
ns growing demand for oil-bearing grains, particularly 
sunflower seed, Until recently there have been in 
this region but few establishments for extracting this oil, and the 
producers, finding no market at home sent the seeds to foreign 
countries ; now, however, there are mills in the district which are 
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prepared to use considerable quantities of these products, and they 
offer to the cultivators larger prices than they could secure in 
foreign markets. 

It is reasonable to suppose, moreover, that these seed-pressing 
establishments are quite remunerative. For example, a certain 
M. Avedoff, who three or four years ago engaged in this business 
on a small scale at Armavir, has within that time quadrupled his 

lant, and now has under construction at Ekaterinodar an oil plant 
which will be able to crush 10,000 pouds (361,120 pounds) of seeds 
per day. It is probable that seeds of this class which have hereto- 
fore been the objects of commercial transactions of considerable 
importance will hereafter be exported from the region in smaller 


quantities, 


Grain-growing in Alaska, 
The investigations of the Department of Agriculture concerning the 

agricultural possibilities of Alaska were continued 
the season. The special agent of the 
Department, Professor C. C. Georgeson, who is in charge of this 
work, has just returned from Alaska. He brought with him a 
collection of very fine samples of grains and vegetables grown on 
the newly-established experiment stations at Sitka and Kenai, 
Cook Inlet. The samples include several varieties of spring wheat, 
which matured perfectly, and also a dozen varieties each of barley 
and oats, besides rye, flax and buckwheat. All of these grains 
compare favourably with grains grown anywhere in the United 
States. The earliest sowings of grain were made 20th April, 
some in May ; some of the samples as late as 26th May. The two 
varieties of wheat named were harvested 5th September. Barleys 
mostly ripen by the end of August and oats mature about 25th 
September. 

The success in grain-growing in Alaska suggests the possibility 
that the territory in time may produce seed of early-maturing 
varieties for use further south. Among the collection of vegetables 
are some remarkable specimens of potatoes, onions, carrots, 
parsnips and rutabagas. Professor Georgeson says all hardy 
vegetables can be grown with great success in the coast regions of 
the territory. 


_ Rubber Cultivation. 
H.M. Minister at Mexico reports that the Mexican Ministry of 
Encouragement and Industry published in the sum- 

MEXICO. mer number of their Bulletin an article relating to 

the cultivation of rubber (castilloa elastica) in Mexico, containing 
a considerable amount of interesting information on the subject. 
A translation of the above may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 & 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Shipments of Brazilian Coffee. 
The following statement, taken from the ‘ Rio News,” shows the 


a shipments of coffee from the ports of Santos, Rio de 


Janeiro, Victoria, and Bahia in the last four 
calendar years :-— 


Ports. 1895. 1896. 1897. 1898, 

Bags. Bags. Bags. Bags. 
Santos ... 3,601,727 | 4,185,419 | 6,665,278 | 5,745,212 
Rio de Janciro ... | 2,780,093 2,804,373 4,504,757 3,793,320 
Victoria ... ben sae 463,157 275,951 393,044 379,911 
264,775 262,087 292,671 329,725 

Total bags (of 132 lbs. 

each) 7,109,752 7.527.830 | 10,855,750 | 10,248 168 


Almeidina Rubber. 
H.M. Consul at St. Paul de Loanda states that one of the most 
sentuaunse interesting articles of export from Angola is the 
rubber or gum called “ almeidina.” ‘This commodity 

has already been referred to in previous consular 

reports from this district, in one of which (Annual Series, No. 1105, 
for 1892, C. 6812) it is spoken of as having been submitted to 
experiments which proved, at the trial, commercially unsatisfactory. 

To-day the product would seem to have a future of some promise, 
for it is already quoted as being worth from 7d. to 8d. per lb. on 
the London market. 

Almeidina, or Euphorbia or potato gum, as it is variously termed, 
is the juice of the plant Euphorbia tirucalli. This shrub is literally 
a weed in the maritime districts of Angola, and it is to be met 
with on every hand, climbing over inland slopes and running 
down steep places into the very sea. It may be held to be the 
most prolific growth of a very wild country. 

Wherever around the city of Loanda there is a patch of arid 
land (and the neighbourhood presents many such) on which 
nothing else seems to exist by choice, there the Euphorbia tirucalli 
flourishes green and fresh all the year round, its finger-like stems 
teeming with a sap which flows at the slightest bruise or puncture. 

The juice is extracted by cuts made in the branches (a plant of 
E. tirucalli appears generally as consisting cnly of branches, 
which in most cases entirely conceal the parent stem) ; the resin 
flows quickly in a milky-coloured fluid which for trade purposes 
is boiled until it hardens. It is then made into balls and put in 
the sun, and these when ready for export somewhat resemble, it is 
said, in size and colour, an ordinary potato. This article has been 
known in Europe for several years, but hitherto dealings in it 
have proved unprofitable. 

The export of almeidina amounted to 72,748 

s at 


kilos. in 1897, 
valued at the Angola Custom House 


3,515,920 reis 


a 
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(5561. 15s. 10d.) which would represent a declared value of less 
than ld. per lb. Of this quantity 35,940 kilos. were shipped 
from Mossamedes ; 32,215 kilos. from Benguela, and 4,593 kilos. 
from Loanda. 

The plant has been more extensively experimented on at 
Mossamedes than in other parts of Angola. It was there that 
Senhor Almeida, from whom it takes its name, about 18 years 
ago began the tests, which induced him to ship some of the pro- 
duct to Europe. The 1898 returns show an increased export 
amounting to nearly 100 metric tons (99,682 kilos.), valued at 
4,905,933 reis, of which Mossamedes contributed 54,710 kilos. of 
a value of 2,755,535 reis. It is probable the present year will see 


this amount increased. 


Auction of Quinine in Batavia. 
The United States Consul at Batavia reports that the efforts 
o— which have been made in Batavia to sell the product 
. of the Java plantations independently of the trust in 
Europe, have been crowned with success, and the first public 
auction in Java of sulphate of quinine will take place about the 
end of January or February next. 

The following will be sold: (1) About 5,000 to 6,000 kilos. of 
sulphate of quinine, satisfying the requirements of edition 2 
of the Pharmacopea Neerlandica ; (2) about 1,000 kilos. satisfying 
the requirements of the Pharmacopea Neerlandica, edition 3. The 
lots will beas follows: (a) Cases of 25 tins, containing each 1 kilo. 
net, making 25 kilos. net; (b) lots of 2 cases of 4 tins of 2°835 
kilos. each, making a total of 22°68 kilos. 

Each case is marked with the trade-mark of the ‘‘ Bandoengsche 
Kinine-fabrick,” and the best of packing is assured by the said 
factory, which has already sent out samples. 

The analysis will be verified by the Government director of 
quinine enterprises in Netherlands-India. 

Payments must be made within a month after the auction at 
Batavia, unless the goods are shipped sooner. 

If this first auction is a success, it will be followed by others, 
and will become a regular institution. Inasmuch as Java produces 
seven-tenths of the world’s supply of quinine, it appears to be 
logical that Batavia should be the quinine market of the world. 


The Grain Crop. 
The “Japanese Official Gazette” has recently published the actually 
pares ascertained figures of the grain crop for the season, 
‘exclusive of rice. They show that the area of land 

devoted to such crops underwent a diminution of 30,000 acres 
compared with last year, and the total yield was 1,390,000 koku 
less. This unfavourable showing is attributed, first, to the extra- 
ordinarily fine crop of last season, which emphasises the compara- 
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tively small yield this year; and, secondly, to the very bad weather 
conditions that prevailed when the crops were earing. Neverthe- 
less it is to be observed that the area of land under cultivation was 
92,500 acres larger than the average, and the yield 810,000 koku 
greater. The figures for the past ten years are as follow :— 


Area in Tcho. 


1,701,716°7 
1,713,655°3 
1,737 ,373°0 
1,744,010°3 
1894... 1,751,012°8 
1895... 1,771,623°6 
1896... 1,764,960°6 
1,749,571°7 
1898... 1,806,667°4 
1899... 1,794,612°4 
Average... 1,756,181°7 


Yote.—Tcho = 2°45 acres. Koku = 4:9629 bushels. 


OTHER TRADE NOTES. 
Trade of Cape Colony for the First Ten Months of 1899. 


The following table from official returns published in the ‘“‘ Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette,” shows the value of the 
trade of Cape Colony for the ten months ended 31st October, as 
compared with a similar period of 1898 :-— 


Yield in Koku. 
10,712,965 
18,068,373 
15,941,276 
16,625,229 
19,809,965 
19,526,123 
17,329,317 
18,005,490 
20,462,053 
19,071,210 
18,256,229 


Imports. 
Ten Months ended 31st October. 
1898. 1899. 
£ £ 

Merchandise ... ae 12,605,995 12,270,324 
Government articles ... 1,205,523 701,767 
Total 13,811,518 12,972,091 

Specie ... a 4 61,058 3,618,573 
Grand total 13,872,576 16,590,664 
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Exports. 

Colonial products (exclusive of diamonds, & £ 
gold and specie) ... 3,399,249 3,730,766 
Diamonds ove 3,935,580 3,806,645 
Gold, raw bee 12,666,707 13,815,683 
Total say 20,001,536 21,353,094 
Value of imported goods re-exported fey, 251,644 303,053 
Total set 20,253,180 21,656,147 
Specie ... ove 586,978 73,534 
Grand total ae 20,840,158 21,729,681 


Foreign Periodical Trade Returns. 

A statistical table is published at p. 58, which summarises the 
latest periodical returns issued by some of the more important 
foreign countries in which statistics of trade are published. This 
table gives the total value of the imports. into and exports from 
each country for the latest month for which returns have been 
received at the Board of Trade, as well as for the period of the 
year terminated by that month, the figures being in each case 
compared with those for the corresponding period of the previous 
year. 


Sale of Adulterated Wine Forbidden in Belgium. 

A Decree with reference to the sale of adulterated wine in 
Belgium, published in the “ Moniteur Belge” of 10th December 
last, contains the following provisions :— 

Article II.—It is prohibited to sell, to expose for sale, to keep 
or transport for sale or delivery as wine, wine adulterated with 
foreign substances. 

This prohibition is not applicable in the following cases :— 

1. The addition of clarifying substances acting mechanically 
(albumen, gelatine). 

2. The addition of common salt, on the condition that the pro- 
portion of chlorides, calculated in chloride of sodium, does not 
exceed two grammes per litre. 

3. Chalk, on the condition that the proportion of sulphate, 
calculated in sulphate'of potassium, does not exceed two grammes 
per litre. 

4, The presence of sulphurous acid owing to the sulphuration 
of casks, on condition that the wine does not contain, per litre, 
more than 20 milligrammes of free sulphurous acid, nor more than 
200 milligrammes of sulphurous acid altogether (free or com- 
bined). 

5. The addition of sugar or pure alcohol, on condition that the 
vessels in which the wine is contained bear in a conspicuous place 
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and in plain characters, as large and as plain as the lettering used 
for other notices, the terms “‘sucré” or “‘ alcoolisé” as the case may 
be, and that this notice be repeated in the invoice, notice of con- 
veyance, or bill of lading. 

Article 1V.—Wines, sweet wines, sparkling wines, and vinous 
beverages are declared injurious by application of Article 561, 2°, 
of the Penal Code, modified by Article 5 of the Law of 4th August, 
1890, when adulterated with the substances mentioned below :— 

Ethers or essential oils. 

Bitter almonds, cherry-laurel. 

Alkaloids. 

Compounds of arsenic, lead, zinc, aluminium, barium, strontium, 
calcium, magnesium, alkalis. 

Mineral acids, oxalic acid, free or combined. 

Salicylic acid, or other antiseptics (except the allowance as 
regards sulphurous acid). 

Glycerine. 

Sugars, moist sugars or impure alcohol, of which the sale for 
alimentary purposes is prohibited by the rules relating to these 
commodities. 

Alcohol other than ethylic alcohol. 

Sulphates above the proportion indicated in Article II., or above 
a double amount, if sweet wines are concerned. 

It is prohibited to add to wine, sweet wines, sparkling wines, 
or vinous beverages any of the above-mentioned substances, or 
anything else injurious and dangerous to health. 


The Leipzig Fur Trade. 

According to a statement in “ Kuhlow’s,” the two great centres 
of the fur trade are London and Leipzig. Two-thirds, however, of 
the skins sold by auction at the six annual sales in London really 
go to Leipzig, which is the emporium of the world’s furs, and the 
business in the course of one year amounts to from 60 to 70 million 
marks (3 to 34 million sterling), About 1 million caracul skins 
are imported annually, Their country of origin is Bokhara, and 
they are chiefly purchased at the great fair of Nijni-Novgorod. 
After being dyed they are distributed throughout Germany, 
France, England, and even the States. About 50,000 sable skins, 
and from 20,000 to 30,000 celestial fox skins are dressed every 
year, and about 1,000,000 (Kasimov) lamb skins are imported 
already dressed. A few years ago, from 3,000,000 to 4,000,000 
Russian and Siberian squirrel skins were imported ; however, as 
the wearing of long squirrel-lined cloaks has gone out of fashion, 
the number has now sunk to 1,500,000 from 2,000,000. Among 
other items of the annual importation, may be noticed 600,000 to 
800,000 marmot skins, 100,000 ermines, 2,000,000 white hare 
skins, 50,000 to 70,000 tibet skins, and a large number of fox 
skins of native origin are also dressed. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
Official Enquiries under the Boiler Explosions Act. 

A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Shipley, near 
Bradford, on the 7th December last, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at Windhill, Shipley, on the 
28th October last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was used at a quarry from 
1885 to 1893, when a boilermaker supplied a new one to the 
owner of the quarry, taking this one in part payment. 

It was examined, tested by hydraulic pressure, and in 1894 it 
was sold, the working pressure being fixed at 20 lbs. per square inch 

In 1898 it was purchased by a contractor who, with the assist- 
ance of an engine-tenter, hammered the plates, subjected the boiler 
to hydraulic pressure of 75 lbs. per square inch ; and they decided 
that it was fit to work at a pressure of 45 lbs. per square inch, and 
the safety-valve was loaded to blow off at that pressure by the 
steam gauge. 

On the 28th October one of the belts broke, and the engine was 
stopped while it was being repaired. A carter was about to start 
it, when the boiler exploded, and he was scalded. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to overpressure, the 
firebox being completely worn out; its crown collapsed and rup- 
tured, the thickness of the plate having become reduced from 
5/16 in. to 1/16 in. and 1/82 in. : 

That neither the owner nor the engine-tenter had the trainin 
and experience necessary to enable them to examine a boiler an 
to determine the pressure at which it could safely be worked ; that 
the boiler was not examined by a competent person, and that the 
owner took no proper measures to ensure that it was being worked 
under safe conditions. 

The Court found that the explosion was in a measure due to 
the incompetence of the engine-tenter. He assisted in the exami- 
nation of the boiler, and he agreed with the owner as to the 
working pressure, but he merely helped to examine and set up the 
boiler as a friend of the owner, and he was not therefore found to 
blame. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the neglect and 
ignorance of the owner. He purchased a second-hand boiler, struck 
it in various places with a hammer and a crowbar, and failing to 
make a hole in it he assumed that it was fit to perform the work 
required of it. He was ordered to pay 101. towards the costs and 
expenses of the investigation. 


Notice to South African Traders. 

Information which has come to the knowledge of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs shows that it is not generally known 
that trading with the enemy is unlawful. 

British subjects may not in any way aid, abet, or assist the 
South African Republic or the Orange l'ree State in the prosecu- 
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tion of hostilities, nor carry on any trade with, nor supply any 
goods, wares, or merchandise to either of those Republics, or to 
any person resident therein, nor supply any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise to any person for transmission to either Republic, or to 
any person resident there, nor carry any goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise destined for either of the Republics, or for any person 
resident therein. 

The above applies to all foreigners while in British territory. 

All persons, whether British subjects or foreigners, who, in 
contravention of the law, commit any of the aforesaid acts will be 
liable to such penalty as the law provides. 


Canadian Land Regulations. 


Crown lands in the several provinces forming the Dominion of 
Canada are controlled, with but one exception, by the respective 
local governments. Manitoba forms at present this exception and 
the public lands within its borders, in conjunction with lands in 
the North-West Territories, and a certain area in British Columbia, 
are administered by the Dominion Government at Ottawa. 
Summaries of the regulations for the disposal of Dominion lands, 
Provincial Crown lands, and the lands belonging to the principal 
railway companies, which have obtained land subsidies in Manitoba 
and the North-West Territories, have been received at the Board 
of Trade from the High Commissioners of Canada, and may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 50, Par- 
liament Street, any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Industrial Condition of Hong Kong. 


A recent Colonial Office report states that the present prosper- 
ous state of the industry and manufactures of the Colony, especially 
of the City of Victoria, seems likely to continue. A survey of the 
industrial returns for the last five years shows an increase in the 
number of workmen employed in most of the colonial industries, 
and the growth in the number and variety of the manufactures 
themselves show that Chinamen are not too conservative to turn 
their capital and abilities into new directions. The chief indus- 
tries are sugar refining, the manufacture of cement, paper, bamboo 
and rattan ware, carving in wood and ivory, working in copper 
and iron, gold-beating and the production of gold, silver, and 
sandal wood ware, furniture making, umbrella making, jinricksha 
making, and large industries connected with kerosene oil, cotton, 
and matches. But while most of these industries are subject to 
considerable fluctuations from year to year, chiefly on account of 
the absence of capital to enable the traders to tide over a period of 
sluggish business, one of the forms of industrial activity which 
seems to be uniformly and increasingly prosperous is ship and 
boat building, and especially the building of steam-launches 
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together with all the minor industries connected with docks and 
ship-yards, such as rope and sail-making. 

The manufacture of cotton is a new industry, but one which 
may become one of the most important. The Hong Kong 
Cotton Spinning, Weaving, and Dyeing Company (Limited) 
commenced the erection of a large mill in 1898, which will pro- 
vide for the working of 50,000 spindles. The building has now 
been completed, and 12,000 Spindles are already at work. The 
engines and machinery have given full satisfaction, and the Chinese 
have shown much celerity and deftness in acquiring a knowledge 
of their work. 

Some of the industries mentioned are carried on to a greater or 
less extent all over the Colony; many are confined to the City of 
Victoria; and there seems to be a tendency towards greater in- 
dustrial activity in Kowloon. One industry—that of tanning—is 
practically confined to Kowloon. 


Currency in Hong Kong. 

The only legal tender in Hong Kong is the Mexican dollar, and 
the British and Hong Kong dollar, or other silver dollars of 
equivalent value duly authorised by the Governor. Silver coins, 
representing some multiple of the cent or hundredth part of the 
said dollar, are legal tender for any sum not exceeding two dollars, 
and the copper or bronze coins representing the cent or one- 
hundredth part, and the cash or mil, representing one-thousandth 

rt of the dollar, are legal tender for any amount not exceeding 
one dollar. There is also a considerable paper currency in use, in the 
form of notes issued by the Chartered Bank of India, Australia, 
and China, the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, 
and the National Bank of China, Limited. 


Regulations for free admission to Museums, &c., in Italy. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of instructions recently issued by the Italian Government to 
enforce the stricter observance of the laws regulating the con- 
cession of free passes to the National museums, galleries, &c. 

According to the dispositions of Article 3 of the Law of the 
27th May, 1875, and of the Regulations approved by Decree of 
the 11th June, 1885, the only foreigners who can enjoy the privi- 
lege of free admission are— 

1. Artists. 

- 2. Artisans following industries to which the arts of design are 
incidental. 

3. The professors and pupils of foreign archeeological institutions 
existing in Italy. 

Such persons should prove their qualifications in the following 
method :— 

1. Artists should present a certificate from a foreign Art insti- 
tution resident in Italy, or, failing this, a certificate from their 
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respective Consuls stating what diplomas are held by the appli- 
cants, or what other titles they have to the designation “ artists.” 

2. Artisans alluded to above must produce a certificate from the 
director of some Government art institution, or some other 
document emanating from a public authority, showing that the 
applicant follows one of the industries of the kind specified. 

Photographers are only included when they wish to take 
photographs in pursuit of their calling. 

3. Professors and pupils of foreign archeeological institutions 
existing in Italy must produce a certificate signed by the heads of 
their respective institutions. 

Applications for free admission must be made to the institution 
itself which it is desired to visit, and not to the central adminis- 
tration. 


Proposed International Exhibition in Crete. 


H.M. Consul-General at Canea reports that a Decree has been 
issued by the High Commissioner for Crete granting permission 
to Mr. Arthur Gobiet, of Prague, to organise an International 
Exhibition, at Canea, to be held between the 11th of April and 
7th May, 1900. 


Concessions in the French Congo. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
copy of a map showing the concessions recently granted by the 
French Government in the French Congo. The above map may 
be seen any day at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade 50, Parliament Street, between the hours of 
10.0 a.m. and 5.0 p.m. 


Suggestions for a British Chamber of Commerce in Rome. 

H.M. Consul at Rome, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
states it as his opinion that if British exporters would help in 
establishing in Rome a British Chamber of Commerce, with a 
samples depét attached, much benefit to British trade would be 
derived therefrom. There is a flourishing British Chamber of 
Commerce in Paris, and there would appear to be no reason why 
there should not be one in Rome for the whole of Italy. It is 
well known how appreciative Italians are of British goods, and 
how necessary it is for them to import a large quantity of com- 
modities, on account of the limited home production. The report 
presented at the twenty-fourth annual general meeting for the 
year 1897, and comparative statistics, &c., of the British Chamber 
of Commerce in Paris embodies much useful information as to the 
working of the Chamber, and the Chamber in Rome might be 
formed on much the same principles and might gradually establish 
agencies in the larger towns of Italy, and provide them with 
samples of British goods. It would not be difficult to find some 
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respectable British resident in every large Italian town disposed to 
take up the agency on commission, and to employ local commercial 
travellers to secure orders within each district. 

The question of decimal weights and measures for Italian 
customers is also a vital one, and the proposed Chamber might also 
prove of use in preparing for British exporters the necessary 
printed materials giving the decimal equivalents of English 
weights and measures. 

The Consul adds that complaints have come to his notice 
respecting the unreliable character of the information which some 
of the firms and enquiry offices in Italy supply to British traders 
respecting the position of tradesmen. A British Chamber of 
Commerce in Rome would put a remedy to all this by supplying 
reliable and genuine information. There are a great many firms 
in the United Kingdom interested in Italian trade, and they might, 
perhaps, in their own interest, and in the interest of British com- 
merce generally, take up the matter.—(Poreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,367.) 


Government Contracts: Admiralty. 

Tenders will be received until noon on the dates named below 
for the under-mentioned articles, for which forms of tender, con- 
taining conditions of contract, and all particulars, may be obtained 
on personal application at this Office, or by letter addressed 
“Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, London, S.W.” Full- 
size patterns of the articles may be seen, and small samples of 
most of them obtained, at the Admiralty Pattern-room, 72, Great 
Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C., and at the Chambers 
of Commerce at the places specified against the items, on applica- 
tion to the Secretary, from whom forms of tender may also be 
obtained, viz. :— 


Date for receipt 
of tender. 

Buttons, stained bone ... 20,000 gross 

white metal ... Birmingham. 

Bradford, Cleckhea- 
Worsted, blue... 27,000 Ibs. J Lenda 
’ 
white, &c. ... 1400 , | Leicester, and Wake- 
field. 

Flannel, No. 1 ... ‘ike ... 1,250,000 yards Cleckheaton, Halifax, 


Huddersfield, Leeds, 
Manchester, Roch- 16th 
dale, and Wakefield. { January. 
Blankets... 43,600 No. Cleckheaton, Dews- 
bury, Halifax, Leeds, 
Manchester, and 


Wakefield. 

Bunting ... ... 729,000 yards Bradford, Halifax, 
Huddersfield, and 
Leeds. 

Cloth, blue, No, ,, Bradford, Dewsbury, 

Serge, blue ,, 2 ay ... 1,250,000 __,, Halifax, Hudders- 


Navy tartan 20,000 


Wakefield. 
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Date for receipt 
of tender. 
Comforters 18,500 No. 
30, pairs Belfast, Leicester, and 
185,800 ,, Wakefield. 
Woollen drawers 55,000 ‘ 16th 
Dewsbury, Halifax, > Semaine 
Fearnought ... 117,200 yards Huddersfield, Leeds, 
Kersey 5,600_,, Manchester, and 
Wakefield. 
Caps, blue cloth 4 «- 50,000 No. (Glasgow, Leeds, and 
Duck for 60, 000 Manchester. 
Hesse = . 182 000 yards 
bleached, "&e. 58, 700 Barnsley, Belfast, 
2 175 00 Dundee, and Leeds. 
Towelling 62,000 ,, 
: Barnsley, Belfast, 
Drill, white cotton 185,000 ,, Barnsley, Halifax, 
Leeds and Manches- 
ter. 
Jean, blue 180,000 ,, Barnsley and Man- 
chester. 
Canvas sail-cloth (Royal Navy) 1,403,200 ,, 
» (Merchant)... 424,600 ,, Belfast, Dundee, 
» for seamen’s bags 201,000 _,, Glasgow and 
Coal-sack cloth 300,000, Leeds. 
Hammock-cloth 500,060 
Twines ... 780 cwt. Belfast, Bristol, Dun- Janua 
dee, Glasgow, and 
Leeds. 
Threads .., 16,500 lbs, Belfast, Glasgow, and 
Leeds. 
Jute thread 23,000 ,, Dundee. 
Hair, curled... 106,000 .,, Glasgow and Leeds. 
Waterproof union packing paper 155,000 yards Glasgow, Halifax, and 
Manchester. 
Calico... 179,400 ,, 
Cotton waste, packing, & ‘ke. 11,240 cwt. ; Glasgow & Manchester 
—- cloths ... 200, 000 No. 
irting .. ... 100,000 yards ) 
Smallwares (bindings, See Form of 
webbing, &c.) MA Tender. | 
Tape, Dutch _... 273,700 pieces } Manchester. 
» white, &c.. 46,200 
worsted 45,000 J 
be 900 ,, 
» ivory 20,000 ,, 


“Manufacturers only will be accepted. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bristol.—The ordinary monthly meeting of this Chamber was 
held on 20th December last, Mr. IT’. T, Lindrea in the chair, 

The President reported that any resolutions to be presented at 
the forthcoming spring meeting of the association must be sent in 
by the 30th instant. Uponthe motion of Mr. Arthur Lee, seconded 
by Mr. John Mardon, it was resolved that the following resolution 
upon the subject of inland water communication should appear in 
the name of Bristol :--‘‘ That, in the opinion of this association, 
it would materially benefit the trade and commerce of this country 
if the State acquired the ownership and control of our internal 
waterways, with a view to the development of a national canal 
system.’ 

A communication was read from the Dudley Chamber of Com- 
merce directing the attention of the Chamber to the Anchor and 
Chain Cables Act of 1899, which provided the means of properly 
testing all chains, with penalties for any infringement of the Act, 
and stating that it was felt necessary to draw public attention to 
the fact, and especially to put merchants, engineers, railway 
companies, and other buyers of chains on their guard so that they 
might no longer be deceived or accept unreliable certificates of 
test. The Dudley Chamber proceeded to say that that observation 
was not intended to convey any reflection on respectable chain 
manufacturers, but that it was an expression of opinion that a 
public and impartial test was in the nature of things most desir- 
able. It was resolved, upon the motion of Mr. J. Mardon, 
seconded by Mr. 8S. Humphries, to give publicity to this matter 
through the medium of the Press, and to inform the Dudley 
Chamber of the Council’s sympathy in the movement, and that 
the Bristol Chamber of Commerce would be prepared to support 
them in any steps they thought necessary to take. 

Manchester—At a recent meeting of this Chamber, a com- 
munication was submitted to the Board from the Italian Chamber 
of Commerce in London announcing that the Italian Government 
has appointed a permanent departmental committee to consider 
the existing Customs Tariff with reference to the condition of 
Italian agriculture and manufactures, and the approaching expiry 
of the treaties of commerce now in force between Italy and various 
other States; and, further, to consider the commercial policy of 
the countries with which Italy’s trade relations are most important. 
The Minister of Commerce had requested the Italian Chamber in 
London to forward to the Committee any information or 
suggestions bearing upon the subject which might be calculated 
to promote the interests of Italian trade. The Italian Chamber, in 
pursuance of this request, invited the Manchester Chamber to 
communicate to it any intelligence or suggestions which might be 
thought useful for the purpose in view. The letter was referred 
to the proper section of the General Foreign Committee. 
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In the minutes of the Yarn Sectional Committee the result of a 
discussion was recorded upon a letter received from M. Paul 
Fleury, Paris, informing the Chamber of a project which had been 
set on foot in France for the uniform notation of yarns of all 
kinds. The writer is the secretary of a Congress on this subject 
which it is intended to hold during the Exhibition period in Paris 
next year. The opinion of the Chamber having been sought, the 
Committee had recommended that, in view of the practically 
universal prevalence of the English method, the Chamber should 
not give ary countenance to the movement for altering the present 
system of notation of cotton yarns. The recommendation was 
approved by the Board. 


RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Statistical Abstract for the Several Colonial and other Posses- 
sions of the United Kingdom, in each year from 1884 to 1898. 
(C. 9459.) Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the 36th number of this Abstract which is issued 
annually by the Commeroial, Labour and Statistical Department 
of the Board of Trade, and contains statistics as to the finances, 
trade, shipping, railways, agriculture, tariffs, &c. of the British 
Colonies. An appendix gives similar information for various 
Protectorates and Dependent Territories as well as for Cyprus. 


2. Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888. Returns made to the 
Board of Trade in respect of the Canals and Navigations in the 
United Kingdom for the year 1898. (Cd.19.) Price 1s. 103d. 

This return, which has been issued by the Board of Trade, in 
continuation of a similar return for 1888, gives particulars as to 
the length, capital, traffic, &c., of the various canals and navigations 
of the United Kingdom. 


3. Report by the Chief Labour Correspondent on the Strikes and 
Lock-Outs of 1898, with Statistical Tables. (C. 9437.) Price 103d. 

This Report, which is published each year by the Labour Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, deals with labour disputes and the 
work of various conciliation and arbitration boards. The total 
number of disputes in 1898 was 711 and the aggregate number of 
working days lost was 15,289,478, the corresponding figures for 
1897 being 864 and 10,345,523. It is stated that the loss of over 
11,500,000 working days was due to the great dispute in the 
South Wales coal trade, and that the portion of the engineers’ dis- 
pute of 1897 which fell within the year 1898 is represented by over 
1,000,000 days, so that if these two disputes be omitted, the year 
1898 was singularly free from important disturbances, the 
aggregate duration of all the other disputes during the year being 
only about 2,500,000 working days. During the first eleven 
months of 1899 the number of new disputes reported was only 680, 
and the aggregate duration of disputes only 2,375,000 days, the 
lowest totals yet recorded for a similar period. 
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POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Parcel Post to Jamaica. 
Reduction of Postage. 
The postage on parcels for Jamaica is now :— 


For each parcel weighing— s. d, 
Not over 3 pounds one a 
Over 3 pounds but not over 7 pounds 2 0 
Over 7 pounds but not over 11 pounds ... 3.0 

The postage on parcels from Jamaica for the United Kingdom 


is the same. 


Mails for Japan and China via San Francisco. 
The following are the dates fixed for the despatch of the mails 
for Japan and China by way of San Francisco up to the 26th of 


April, 1900. 

By the Packet leaving Queenstown. For the Packet leaving San Francisco. 
Thursday nee 11 January 24 January 
Thursday cna 18 January 1 February 
Thursday =e 25 January | 9 February 
Sunday 4 February | 17 February 
Sunday a5 11 February 27 February 
Thursday 22 February | 7 March 
Thursday ees 1 March 15 March 
Thureday sie 8 March 23 March 
Sunday aos 18 March 31 March 
Sunday cn 25 March 7 April 
Sunday aes 1 April 17 April 
Thursday eee 12 April 25 April 
Thursday ee 19 April 3 May 
Thursday see 26 April | 11 May 


Correspondence intended for transmission by this route must be 
specially superscribed “ via San Francisco.” 


Mails for the Falkland Islands. 

The following table shows the dates on which, during the next 
few months, the mails for the Falkland Islands, both direct from 
London and via Punta Arenas by Pacific packet, will leave London 
and Punta Arenas and will be due at Port Stanley. 


Leave London. Leave Punta Arenas, | Arrive at Stanley. 
1909. 1930. | 1900. 
Evening of | 
9 January see | 9 February 
24 January rom 
27 January 28 February ... 2 March 


January and 20th February. 


| 

| 

| 

Parcel mails will be despatched on the morning of the 9th 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Periodical Returns of Imports and Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned CovuntRiEs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Par Vatves: Rouble = 2s. Franc = 9;'5d.; Milreis = 
4s. 6d.; Lira = 9f5d.; Gulden = ls. 8d.; Lew = 955d. ; 
L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—I ports. 


Value for the Month. | for of 

Name of Country. Month. 
1899, 1898. 1899. 1898. 
Russia in Europe | June a Roubles 56,950,000 53,247,000 288,999,600 269,828,000 
France Nov. .... Frs. 373,164,000 | 342,312,000 || 3,839,066,000 | 4,071,157,000 
Portugal... July Milreis... 4,408,000 4,381,000 31,413,000 28,179,000 
Italy Noy. ...| Lire... 124,550,000 | 119,143,000 |) 1,308,572,000 | 1,282,685,000 
Austria-Hungary ...! Oct. ..| Gulden ... 69,755,000 64,308,000 || 648,969,000 | 688,355,060 
Bulgaria... Sept. Lew ... 4,784,000 6,101,000 47,144,000 50,860,000 
Egypt... Aug. 902,000 867,000 6,642,000 6,613,000 
United States | Nov. Dollars 74,452,000 52,097,000 || 732,402,000 | 579,825,000 
Mexico*+ ... 7 Oct. a ” 4,744,000 3,658,000 | 17,541,000 | 13,741,000 
British India + -| Sept. | Rupees... 5,48,40,074 5,39,69,679 | $4,22,73,051 | 31,06,49,023 
IJ.—Exvorts. 

Russia in Europe e June Roubles 55,265,000 65,689,000 | 260,616,600 357,914,000 
France ooo ..| Nov. ...! Frs. ... 360,187,000 286,534,000 | 3,549,401,000 | 3,116,708,000 
Portugal... | July ...| Milreis 2,271,000 2,461,000 17,290,000 16,709,000 
Italy Nov. ...| Lire... 182,866,000 | 105,548,000 | 1,188,690,000 | 1,090,161,000 
Austria-Hungary ...| Oct. ...| Gulden... 99,813,000 85,799,000 || 761,510,000 | 652,538,000 
Bulgaria... Sept. Lew 6,220,000 7,564,000 42,133,000 48,995,000 
Egypt... ny .| Aug. ...| LE. ... 564,000 564,000 || 8,193,000 7,513,000 
United States | Nov Dollars 123,752,000 | 129,798,000 | 1,152,199,000 | 1,117,696,000 
Mexico*t ... .| Oct. ” 9,494,000 11,919,000 || 42,439,000 | $9,891,000 
British India + Sept... Rupees... 8,11,73,015 8,09,44,965 53,78,93,452 | 56,43,74,612 


The above figures are sutject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


Norr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
ia, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’’ 
“* Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Including bullion and specie. 
+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and those of exports in silver. The aggregate 
figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 
+ The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 


| 
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Corn Prices. 

Return of the Quantities sold and Average Prices of British Corn, 
Imperial Measure, as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise during the undermentioned periods. 

Periods. Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
Quantities sold, 
Qrs. bus Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus, 

Week ended 2nd Dec., 1899 ooo 72,974 7 163,441 3 22,575 
we 80,982 «| «174,207 «| «21,4217 
28rd_ ” 67,102 7 116,757 5 16,447 
we 47,685 «| «74,687 «5 «10,4687 

Dec. 1899 --... ove ose 347,518 2 664,888 0 93,798 3 

Corresponding month in 1898 325,461 1 | 722,976 3 99,067 5 

1897 250,516 5 | 607,252 2 | 65,840 3 
Average Prices, 

Week ended 2nd Dec., 1899 ase 25 10 16 
2 25 10 16 0 
% 5 16 2 

December, 1899 25 6 25 8 

October ” 4 27. 67 | 5 

July oon ooo 22 #1 18 

April 2% 6 | iO 

March ” 25 = 8 26 «6 

January 26 11 28 | 

Dec., 1898 . 27 2 28 

» 1895 | 24 11 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
2198 Trans-Caucasus (CAgriculture—1898) ... ld. 
2199 | France (1897) we | 2d. 
2200 Brazil «(Finances in 1898)... | 23d. 
2201 Denmark spe see (1897) 4d. 
2202 Khorassan (1897-98) ld. 
2203 Jeddah and Hodeidah ... (1897) oon] 
2204 Naples and Southern Italy (1898) ove ose 2d. 
2205 Hawaiian Islands (1897) eve 
2206 New Orleans ... (1898) 2d. 
2207 | Servia (1897-8) we | 14d. 
2208 Yucatan (1898) ld. 
2209 Havre » coe 23d. 
2211 Ancona 4d. 
2212 Ghent ld. 
2214 Patras | 1d. 
2215 Ningpo » ) 1d. 
2216 Corunna 4d. 
2217 Jerusalem and ‘Jaffa Se | ld. 
2218 Beira 1d. 
2219 Argentine Republic Cs) 2d. 
2220 Charlestown ... 2d. 
2221 Mozambique and Quilimane Cn. ld. 
2222 Cherbourg... 2d. 
2223 Cadiz 2d. 
2224 | La Rochelle 
2225 | Pireus 2d. 
2226 Poland and Lithuania ... Load 4hd. 
2227 Belgium 4d. 
2230 Trebizond 13d. 
2231 Lombardy... > ld. 
2232 Valparaiso... -| 14d. 
2234 Calais 5 2d. 
2235 Lourencgo Marques » ) 
2236 Brest ld. 
2237 Baltizaore .| 24d. 
2241 Leghorn C» ) 
2242 Samshui ld. 
2243 Foochow 1d. 
2244 Cura¢goa ane 2d. 
2246 Guayaquil 1d. 
2247 | Suakin C») -| Id. 


i 
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List or DipLomatic anD ConsuLar Reports—Annual 
Series.— continued. 


No. Place. Price. 
2250 Bordeaux (1898) jas 3d. 
2251 Pondicherry and Karikal os 1d. 
2252 Cyclades ove ld. 
2253 Java.. 2 14d. 
2255 Odessa sve = | Bhd. 
2257 Galveston ove (1899) ove vas ld. 
2258 Shashih ne (1898) 1d. 
2260 | Ispahan wi (1897-98-99) 1d. 
2261 Sardinia (1898) an 1d. 
2264 Batoum coo ace 2d. 
2266 Amsterdam ... 1d. 
2267 Tonga » 3d. 
2269 Tonian Isles ... waa 2d. 
2271 Switzerland ... (1897-98) 
2272 Baden (1898) ld. 
2273 Tripoli me 1d. 
2274 Elba Island .., hae 
2275 Paraguay eee eee 1d. 
2278 Canary Islands. aes ese 1d. 
2279 Tunis (1898-99) ove | 42. 
2280 Ichang ove (1898) ove 1d, 
2282 Bahia (1896-97-98) | ad. 
2283 Nice .. (1898) pee ooo | 
2284 Rio de ‘Janeiro 2hd. 
2285 Iceland (1895-98) oon | 
2286 Beirut and Syria (1898) ooo 
2288 Pernambuco ... 2d, 
2289 Malaga eee eee ( ” ) eee 3d. 
2290 Yokohama see eee 9 ) eee eee 
2291 Azerbaijan... (1898-99) 1d. 
2292 Congo (Returns, 1898) 1d, 
2293 Bociety Islands abe (1898) ‘ade ld. 
2295 Oregon, Idaho and Washington (1898) see ee | 29d. 
2298 Peru.. ose 23d. 
2299 Norway 3d. 
2300 New Caledonia” ane 1d. 
2309 Barcelona 23d. 
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List or Dirptomatic AND ConsuLAR REPoRTS—Annual 
Series.— continued. 
No. || Place. Price. 

2310 Fiume (1898) 1d. 
2312 Frankfort ee 3d. 
2313 Santo Domingo 2d. 
2314 Boston bas 23d. 
2315 Venezuela... 23d. 
2317 Stockholm and Sweden’ Ce) 23d. 
2318 Shanghai ee os 1d. 
2319 Philippine Islands 13d. 
2320 Austria-Hungary 2d. 
2322 Borneo-and Sarawak ld. 
2323 Dar-al-Baida ... (1897-98) | 
2324 Canton = (1898) ong ld. 
2325 | -Chinkiang.... 1d. 
2326 Italy .. ... (Finances in 1899)... sa 2d. 
2327 British Central Africa (1898-99) 
2328 | Chinde (1898) 
2329 Nicaragua C» 2 1d. 
2330 | Naples 23d. 
2381 | Sicily | 24d. 
2332 Brazil es 4d. 
2333 | Madeira: sis > 1d. 
2334 Madagascar > ld. 
2336 Mexico > 24d. 
2337 Gothenburg... .> 24d. 
2338 Port Said and Suez an ce; > 1d. 
2339 North Formosa (» ) 14d. 
2340 Wuhu 1d. 
2341 Tainan 1d. 
2342 | Riga... 2d. 
2343 Russia 5d. 
2344 Germany > 23d. 
2345 Stettin oe C» ) 3d. 
2346 Persian Gulf Cx» ) 23d. 
2347 Borneo 13d. 
2348 Kuingchow 5 ld. 
2349 San Francisco... i > 23d. 
2350 Reunion 1d. 
2351 | . Zanzibar lid. 
2353 Bangkok ose ld. 
2355 Nagasaki C52 
2356 Bosnia and the "Herzegovi ina eae 1d. 
2359 | Angora | 1d. 
2360 Dutch and French Guiana Qs’ ae 1d. 
2363 Angola (1897-98) | Dad, 
2364 French Guinea (1898) 
2367 Central Italy . | 19d. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


68 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
487 Germany.—Report on Local Government and Finance in 

Prussia... 14d. 
488 Italy.—Report on the Moiher-of- Pearl "Industry on the 

Calabrian Coast 4d, 
489 Germany.—Report on the British and Westphalian Coal 

Trade at Hamburg in 1898 ... 4d, 
490 Germany.—Report on the Development of Commercial, 

Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 

1871 to 1898 | Sad. 
491 Belgium.—Report on Commercial Education ir Belgium ooo 4d. 
492 France.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 

of Newfoundland and off Iceland |: aie 
493 Brazil.—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan. 

cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 

Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 

Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 4hd, 
494 Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 

Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of MinasGeraes | 2d. 
495 Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark .. 1d. 
496 .—Report on Commercial Education in Switzer- 

an 5 
497 Germany. —Report on Brown Coal Mining i jn the Rhineland.| 1d. 
498 Netherlands. a on Commercial Education in the 

Netherlands 4d. 
499 Italy. hy pees for the Development of British Trade 

with Italy 14d. 
500 Austria-Hungary. —Report on Commercial Education in 

Austria one | 
501 France.—Report on Commercial Education in France oe | 23d. 
502 Japan.—Report on Commercial Education in Japan 1d. 
503 Italy.—Report on Commercial Education in Italy ld. 
504 United States.—Report on Commercial Education in U.S. 3d. 
505 France.—Report on Agricultural Education in France 2kd. 
506 Italy.—Exhibition at Turin in 1898 Ane 3d. 
507 United States——Coal Mining in State of Illinois for 1898... ld. 
508 Sweden and Norway. —Report on Commercial Education in 

Sweden and Norway 1d. 
509 Switzerland.—British Trade with Switzerland .. 2d. 
510 Brazil.—Report on matters of Commercial Intelligence 

relating to Brazil . ou 2d. 
511 Brazil.—Précis of an Article on the Cotton Spinning and 

Weaving Industries in Brazil ee hd. 
512 Brazil.—Coffee, Production in Brazil and Consumption in 

the United States ... 4d. 
513 Austria-Hungary.— Hungarian Zone Tariff Railways ld. 
514 Mexico.—Mexican Tobacco “ 1d. 
515 Austria-Hungary.—F inancial Result of the Purchase and 

Working of the Hungarian State Railways... 3d. 
516 Switzerland—Swiss Trade with Germany, France, and Great 

Britain ots 1d. 
517 Mexico.—Federal District of Mexico 23d. 
518 


Ger ane —Law of 1900 on Sickness and Old Age Insiit 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1899, and may be purchased from Messrs. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Place. 


Basutoland ... 
Newfoundland 


Cocos, Keeling and Christmas Islands 


British New Guinea 
Bermuda 
Niger 

Jamaica 

Barbados 

Falkland Islands 
Gambia 
St. Helena 
Leeward Islands 


St. Lucia 


.. 

Turks and Caicos Islands 
Malta: 
Gold Coast 

Trinidad 

Sierra Leone ... 

Ceylon 

British Solomon Islands 
Gibralter 
Pahamas = 

Biitish Honduras 
Mauritius and Rodrigues 
Grenada 

St. Vincent 

Hong Kong 

Jamaica 


Miscellaneous. 


° 


| 


Subject. 


Gold Coast ... 
Zululand 
Sierra Leone 
Canada 
Bahamas 
Hong Kong... 
Newfoundland 
Western Pacific 
Dominica ... 
Virgin Islands 
Grenada 
Anguilla... 


Kconomic Agriculture. 
Forests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 

Sisal Industry. 

Bubonic Plague. 
Mineral Resources. 
British Solomon Islands, 
Agriculture. 

Condition during 1897. 
Agriculture in Carriacou. 
Vital Statistics, 1898. 
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No. | | Price. 
258 | 43d. 4 
266 | 24d. 4 
270 | 8a. 4a 
282 oe | a 
=. | Colony. | 
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